776

money. Federal taxation, too, is on a very
much higher secale thar ours., All these
questions should be looked into carefully.
I think, as the Leader of the Opposition has
remarked, that the information must come
largely from the departments; yet, it will
come with mueh greater force if it has
behind it the authority of a select com-
mittee of Parliament. Then, too, an inquiry
by a seleet committee will also provide an
opportunity for men engaged in our indus-
tries to give evidence. Our farmers who
have to submit to high taxation ou their
agricultural machinery and in other ways
will be able to explain the effect of the
tariff upon their calling, Merchants anl
manttfacturers will have an opportunity to
explain what is standing in the way of
progress, These opportunities will be pro-
vided by the appointment of a select com-
mittee, and [ think that some men outside
of Government departments who have given
attention to these questions, will be rcady,
“to appear and tender evidence, I daresay
we shall get some valuable information in
this way. When the member for Gascoyne
last moved in thig direction——
Mr. Angelo: That was 12 months ago.

The PREMIER: The hon. member is an -

older and wiser man now. I hopc he does
not object to being reminded that he is
older.

Mr. Angelo:
admit it.

The PREMIER: Still the hen. member
Jocks younger. At any rate, I think the
motion now beforc the House is a wise one.
The objeet is to appoint a joint select
committee of the two Houses. I hope that
the members who are appointed to it will
realise the responsibility that develves upon
them. Jt will be eold, hard work, 1f it is to
be of any use, they will have to bring out
hard faets. They must deal with faects,
because their comclusions will be very
closely serutinised by practical Federal
officials anyhow. The task will not be an
easy one; in faet, T think I can say it will be
a very dificult onc, and will be very impor-
tant work. I hope the House will approve of
the motion.

Unfortunately, I have to

Captain CARTER (Leederville) [10.13]:T
think that I am right in assuming, although
none of the previous speakers has mentioned
it, that this select committee will have an
orportunity of preparing the case in defence
or rebuttal of the probable attempt of the
Tederal authorities to cut away or reduce the
eapitation grant. I was surprised that thiy
matter was not mentioned by the Premier,
beeause it is one of vital importance.

The Premier: That will not be touched by
this committee of inquiry.

Captain - CARTFER: This committee will
Pave an opportunity to prepare the case for
Western  Australia, and for that reason 1
favour its appointment. 'This is a most
serious matter, affecting a sum approximating
half a million a year. If members multiply
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the per capita grant or 29s. by the sum total
of our population, they will find that it
works out roughly at half a million pounds.
If a reduction is made—I do not think that
any reduction ought to be made—it will
prove a serious blow to our financial posi-
tion. If this committee does nothing eclse
t]_lan prepare the case in defence of our
situation finaneially and the proposed inroad
upon our income from the Federal source, its
appointment will have been justified. I have
pleasure in supporting the motion, and I hope
the committee will be very thorough in its
investigations.

Question put and passed.

Message to the Council,

On motion by Mr. Angelo resolved: ¢‘That
the resolution be transmitted by message to
the Legislative Council and its coneurrence
desired thercin.?’

fTouse adjowrned at 10.15 7M.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
r.m. and read prayers.

QUESTION—STATE SAVINGE BANK,
AXND COMMONWEALTH,

Alr. MacCallum SMTTH asked the Ire-
mier: 1, Have there heen any negmotiations
for the handing over of the State Savings
Bank to the Commonwenith Bunk? 2, If S0,
hiow far have the negotiations proceeded? 3,
What is fhe Government policy in regard to
the future of the Savings Bank?

The PREMIER repied:
te time over many years. 2, Nothing definite
has ever been arrived at, Parliament would
he immediately informed should any change
be contemplated.

1, Yes, from timo
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QUESTION—RAILLWAYS AND FEEDER
ROADS.

Alr. MONEY asked the Alinister for Rail-
ways: 1, Is he aware that the railways for
many years have suffered considerabe loss of
traftic on the South-West lines during the
winfer months in consequence of many of the
feeder roads being impassable through want
of a supply of switable road mwaterial? 2,
Tz he further aware that the road boards
for many vears past have been unable to con-
struet and maintain the fecder roads through
distance and excessive cost in procuring
road materinl under existing counditions? 3,
Will he arrange for the supply and haulage
of suitable gravel to points along the rail-
wars adjoining the roads at the same net
cost as ballast is supplied for ballasting the
railway lines? 4, Tf mot, what does he pro-
pose to do to prevent loss of traffic through
. want of feeder roads? 5, Is he aware that
at the present time there is considerable un-
employment in the railways and a quantity of
rolling stock idle? 6, Will he arrange for
whatever is to be done to be put in hand
without delay to enable the material to be
placed on the ways (ealled roads) during

the summer months, this being the only time
" it is possible to place it thercon?

The MINISTER PFOR RAILWAYS re-
pliek: 1 and 2, No, although such has pre-
viously becn asserted. 3 and 4, On August
2nel last vear the Commissioner of Rail-
ways eirecularised the read boards offering to
supply and load gravel at railway ballast pits
at actual out of pocket expenses, plus rail-
way freight at Class *‘M,’’ which barely
pays cost of service. 3, Yes, but fo employ
men and use rolling stoek requires funds, and
the hon. member will see by answers to ques-
tions 3 and 4 that the Commissioner of Rail-
ways has offered to assist at actual cost of
railwax ballast pit plus a low freight for
haulage. 6, Answered by No. 5.

BILL—PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE.

Tntrodueed by the Premier and read a first
time.

BILLS (2)—THIRD READING.

1, Tnspeetion Acet  Amend-

ment.

of Muehinery

2, Administration Act Amendment.
Transmitted to the Couneil.

BILL—WIHTEAT MARKETING.
Second Reading. ’
Debate resumed from the 6th Septomber.

Hon. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [+.41]: This
Biill in its main principles follows the line of
legislation with  which we have become
familiar during the past five or six years. Tt
is to be regretted, however, that this State is

forced to undertake the formation and econ-
trol of a pool for the coming harvest, with-
out any assistance from the Eastern States
oy the Commonwesalth, The establistunent of
a Commenwealth pool in 1815, and its con-
tinuanee in subsequent years, met, I think,
with the general approval of the people of
Anstralia:  As we have recognised the Gov-
ernimental control or our wheat supply as a
Commonwealth funetion, it is much to be re-
gretted that we have net been able to con-
tinue that method until de-contrel should be
decided upon.  All the machinery for ewrry-
ing on the pool was in existence and the
business was n going concern, whereas under
the provisions of this Bill it will be neecssary
for Western Australin to sct up entirely new

machinery in order to give effeet to it. 1

am at a loss to know why the Connunonwealth
poel has not heen continued; at least, T was
at it loss to understand the reason until T
heard the remarks of the Minister for Agri-
culture. when introducing the Bill. He stated
that the influcnee of Messrs, Dreyfus and
Company, large wheat-acquiring agents, was
mainly responsible for the fact that South
Australia and Vietorin had decided to dis-
continue the pool this year. There ean be
little doubt regarding the neecuracy of that
statement. There must have been at work
some powerful factor which has not been dis-
cernible on the sortaee, but which has in-
fluenced the Governmcent of Senth Australia
as weil as that of Viectorin in discontinuing
the pool. We know, of eourse, that the C'om-
monwealth Government have declined to assist
or have anvthing to do with the wheat pool
this year unless the whele of the wheat-pro-
ducing States are in agreement. Tt follows’
that, althongh all the wheat-producing States
with the exception of South Awstralia might
have been anxions to continue the Common-
wealth pool, the Federal Government would
render nn assistance whatever, until that one
State decided to come in. I hope it may be
possible even at this late stage to arrive at
an agreement which will render possible the
co-operation of the Federnd Government; T sco
the Alinister makes provision in the Bill for
stueh o contingeney. However, having regard
to what appears to be the fixed, final, and de-
termined attitude of the South Anstralian

- Government, we shall prohably he compelled

to rely on our own resonrces and to centinue
the pool as a State pool during the coming
scason. | doubt not that the Minister realises
that a muech pgreater responsibility will be
cast, not only upon this Stafe, but upon those
charged with the administration and control
of the pool, than was the case when our
wheat formed part of the Commonwealth
ponl.  There will be many difficulties con-
fronting a State pool which were non-existent
in the case of the Federal pool. 1 am glad
to know that the Mlinister has been able to
overcome what appeared to be the greatest
ohstacle of all, namely, the finaneing of the
ponl, inasmuch as we are assured that the
London County and Westininster Bank have
offered to finance the first payment of 3s.
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per bushel at the siding, amouuting, on o
ten million bushels estimated harvest, to
£1,500,000. Whilst it is a very good thing
that we have been able to obtain financial
assistance in that quarter, it is to be regretted
that we have not been able to finance our pool
within this Commonwealth, The Minister has
stated that the Commonwealth Bank wus
considering the matter.

The Minister for Agriculture: Tv is all
censideration so far.  All the arrangements
are tentative.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes; but if the Com-
monwealth Bank anthorities wanted to assist
in the financing of our pool, it would not
take, them very long to decide the matter;
and therefore the Minister ought to know.

The Minister for Agriculture: The matter
is te be decided here.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: But we have not got

. the money,

The Minister for Agriculture: The passing
of this legislation bas to be decided here.

Hon. P. COLLTER: As regards the estab-
lishment of the pool?

The Minister for Agriculture: Yes,

Tlen. P. COLLIER: But the Commnn-
wealth Bank authorities ought to he able to
inform the Minister what their attitnde
would be in the event of the Western Aus-
tralian Parliamoeuf passing this Bill. T con-
sider the Minister would have heen perfectly
gafe in advising the Commonwealth Bank
officials that there was no doubt what-
ever about the passing of the measure; and
lic could have asked them what, in the event
of the Bill passing, would be their attitude.
That course would have saved all the trouble
of making arrangements such as the Minister
has been compelled to adopt for the obtain-
ing of the money in London. Tn any ease, it
would be nseless to proceed with a pool of
this kind unless the Minister was assured of
heing able to finance the secheme from seme
souree; if not through the Commonwealth
Bauk, then throngh ausether channel.  The
Minister has stated that he has made ten-
tative arrangements in London for the finan-
cing of the pool to the extent of £1,500,000,
However, it is rather a deplorable thing that
that money should have to he raised in
Londoun, instead of bheing raised in the Com-
monwealih,

The Minister for Agrienlture: The amount
is one million pounds, not £1,500,000.

[fon. P. COLLTER: BRut the Minister said
£1.500,000.

The Minister for Agriculture: No.

Tlon. P. COLLTER: T think the hon. gen-
tleman will find that is so. Or rather, the
Minister said that, estimating on a 10 willien
bhurhel harvest, an advance of 3s. at the
sidings meant a sum of £1,500.000. Tt is true
the Minister estimated that he wonld not re-
quire more than three-quarters of a million
pounds, as he considered that the other three-
quarters of a million necessary to finance the
3s. per bushel would be fortheoming from
sales of wheat in the meantime, or from other
sources. But the faet is that if the Minister
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undertakes te advanee s, per bushel on 10
ntillion busbels, he must arrange to have at
call £1,500,000, ¢vven thongh it may not prove
necessary tor him to avail himselt of the full
extent of that credit. He mnst, in all eir-
cumstances, he sure of his ability to finance
the #s. per bushel. He informs ns that he
has been able fo secure the necessary acecom-
modation at even u lower rate of interest
than has obtained in previous years. Still,
it is an extrnordinary thing that with the
credit of this State, with the seenrity of the
State of Western Australia behind them, aur
Ministers have not been able to arrange with
the Associated Banks or other Australian
financial institutions for the finaneing of our
harvest to the extent of £1,500,000. Tt can-
not be for the reason that the money is not
aviailable. Tt cannot he for the reason even
that there would be any diffieulty in finding
the wmecessary funds to make thar advance.
It must be that the influences which oper-
ated to indnce the Governments of South
Australia and Vietoria to have nothing to do
with a pool this year, the influcnces referrved
to by the Minister, namely those of the
powerful wheat acquiring agency of Treyfus
and Co.,, have been at work to prevent the
Assoviated Bauks and other Australian finan-.
cial institutions from undertaking to finance
our pool. Weg ought to have been nble to
finance the pool from our banks here in
Western Australia; but, as the Minister has
stated, the banks here are mostly branches,
with the head offices in the Eastern States,
and of course they are compelled to take
their instructions from that quarter. An im-
portant point in this Bill is that it provides
for the cstablishment of an advisory hoard
to assist the (linister in administering the
mensure. T do not know whom the Minister
has in mind as being the men most snited
to constitute that hoard.

The Minister for Agriculture:
perfeetly open mind on the subjeet.

Han. P. COLLTER: 'The Minister will
need to exereise great carc in the selection of
those men, because, as T have already stafed,
there will be difficulties to eontend with in
careving out this State pooll which did net
apply in the case of the Commonwenlth pool,
The Minister will require to have at his dis-
posal the very -hest adviee procurable :in
Western Australia.  Although the Minister
will have the adviee of the manager of the
poel, wha, T understand, is a verv eapable
man. still, that manager is only one man;
and in addition to him it would he well if
the Ministor appointed to the board smmeone
with exuerience of wheat buving and wheat
seMling in previons years. Tt would not be
sufficient to appeint to the hoard even a well
iuformed farmer, a man  thoroughly con-
versant with nall aspects of wheat growiog
and with considerable loeal experienee, but
without experience in the business of buving
and selling wheat. Tt is in the disposal of
the wheat that the suecess or failure of this
State pool will Jie. Tuideed, that is the only
risk we run. if we run any risk whatever.

T have a
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The advisory board, in addition to assisting
the Minister in matters relative to the ad-
ministration of the pool, will also advise him
regarding the price to be charged for wheat
for loeal consumption. It is proposed to
charge on the basis of London parity for
wheat for loeal consumption. That figure
will be fixed by the Minister, on the advire
of the board, from month to month. Let me
say that I fear there will be great difficulty
in fixing the price of lecal consumption wheat
on the first of cvery month. Such a pro-
cedure would tend to unscttle the local wmar-
ket. That is to say, if there ia to be a
fluctuating price from month to month, it
will mean that the purchasers of wheat for
local eonsumption, for instance those engaged
in the baking trade, can only buy a quantity
‘of wheat sufficient to carry them on for the

month, as otherwise they will be taking the’

risk of the prico of wheat falling for the
next month and seme competitor, thanks to
purchasing at the lower price, will be
enabled to uwndersell them in the commodity
produced from the wheat. Moreover, it
seems {o me that great difficulty will be
experienced in fixing the priece from month
to month, Of course many buyers—millers,
for inatange,~—will purchase in fairly large
quantities, possibly sufficient for several
months, and will take the risk of variations
in price. Relatively to the constitution of
the advisory board, T wish to uarge the
claims to representation of that large sec-
tion of the general public who are not
interested in the growing of wheat or in
the priee that may be obtained for wheat,
but who are vitally concerned as to what
the price shall be for local consumption.
Of courge the Minister may contend that
such representation could not affect the posi-
tion, inagmuch as the advisory board, under
the Bill as drawn, will fix the local con-
sumption price at London parity. How-
ever, I do not think one could meet two men
in the City to-day who would agree on
what was Londen parity wpon any given
date. Even men who have followed the
business very closely, and are interested in
the price of wheat, will differ in opinion as
to what is the London parity price on the
first day of any particular month. In order
to conserve the interests of the great bulk
of the people of this State, namely the con-
sumers of wheat, there should be on that
advisory board some man entirely free from
any personal considerations as to the price
to be fixed for wheat to be consumed within
the State. While advancing that argument,
let me say right away that I am entirely
opposed to the principle or fixing the price
of wheat for consumption within the State
upon the basis of the price obtainable in

London. 1 say that that principle cannot

be defended.

. The Premier: You are wrong there.
Hon. P. COLLIER: T am wrong. there?
The Premier: I think so,

Hon, P. COLLIER: The price that is to
be paid for wheat for consumption in the
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State is to be fixed upon the price of wheat
in London on the first day in each preceding
month.

The Premier: Less charges.

Hon. P, COLLIER: On the parity?

The Premier: Yes.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Well, I contend that
that principle is wrong. ‘That principle
cannot be defended. Are the consumers in
the State where the wheat is grown to be
fleeeed or charged exorbitant prices merely
because of the conditions obtaining in other
great wheat growing countries of the world,
such as Russia, Roumania and South
America, Because there may be a failure
of the harvest in those countries and con-
sequently a high price in London—it might
even reach famine priece in London—does
that constitute a reason for the people of
Western Aunstralin paying a famine price
for the wheat for local c¢onsumption? The
farmers in Western Australia might reason-
ably claim the price, less cost of transport,
at which they could dispuse of their wheat
in London or in any other market, if they
were carrying on without State aid. It is
well known that it would have been impos-
sible during the past six years or so—and
possibly it will be impossible during the
ecoming year as well—for the farmers to
carry on, had it not been for the pool. It
is because the ceredit of cne State has been
behind the farmers, that they have been
able to market their wheat at all, Surely
the faet that the people of Western Aus-
tralia agreed to this pool, pledged the credit
of this State to the extent of 13% millions
for the first payment of 3s. per bushel, and
placed all the organisation, machinery
power and influence of the Government at
the disposal of the growers, in order that
they might obtain the grentest possible
price in the world’s markets, will entitle
them to secure wheat for loeal consumption
at a price which will allow the farmer a
fair margin of profit for his commodity.

Mr. Sampson: Even if London parity were
lower?

Hon. P. COLLIER: T have always said
that.

Mr. Sampson :
obtain.

Hon, P, COLLIER: I do not think so.

It wounld he difficulf to

I have said repeatedly that if wheat
was at a low price in London and
the parity was 3s. or 23 6d. per

bushel, it would be most unfair for the
poople of this State to expeet the Farmers
to grow wheat for home consumption for 2s.
1. or 3s. or at a price which wenld not be
profitable to them. We have no right to ex-
peet the farmer to give his fime and Iaboanr
to growing a commedity for the people as a
whole at a price which will not allow him
to seeure a profit. We have no right to ex-
peet the farmer to do that any more than we
have to ask a bricklayer or any other work-
man to work for less than a living wage.
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A, Sampson:  No saeh action was taken
before the establishment of a pool.

Mr. MeCallom:  VYes, it was.

My, Sampson: T am glad to know it.

Hon. . COLLIER: If the member for
Swan (Mr. Sampson) wishes to go back be-
fore the pool was established for the sake of
comparison, he should  remember that in
those Aays the farmer did net have the bene-

fit of that poel. Since the principle was in-
trodueed—- .
Hon, W. C. Angwin: By the Labour

Party,

Houn. P. COLLITIR: That is so. Sinee the

prineiple was  introdoeed  and  recognised
somy six years or so avo, conditions have
altered.  Ta retorn for the backing of the

people and the faet that the farmer has thus
heen able fo sell his wheat in the world’s
markets at a highly profitable price——a price
which exceeded lis most sanguine expecta-
tions 4 few vears ago—surely the public have
a right to expeet consideration.

Mr. Sampson:  That action was taken to
encourage the farmer to grow wheat.

Hon, P. COLLIER: Tt does not alter the
fact that the farmer has benefited from
that proeedure. [Is the farmer to have ii
Doth ways? Without the support of the com-
munity, the farmer could not have procured
9s. a bushel for his wheat. Ts he to continne
to have eonsideration extended te him with-
ont a quid pro quo to the vonsnmer?

The Prewmier: Would it not he hetter to
charge him a fixed pries!

Hon, P. COLLIER: 1 do not know,

The Premicr:  You would not suggest that.

Hon. 1. COLLIER: T say—no one eould
justify any other attitude—that while we
are preparved to guarantee the farmer a prieo
for his wheat, the consumer in Western Ays-
tralia should receive wheat at a prieec which
will give the farmer a gencrons wargin of
profit. 1 would he willing to pay the far-
mers the price avhiah prominent  wheat-
arowers themselves have admitted gives them
a generous profif. 1 wvould give the farmer
4.« bushel

Han, W, . Angwin: That is toe high.
The member far Sussex said 55,

Hon. P. COLLIER: That may be so. hut
T would he prepared to give the farmer
7s, a bushel. At that figure the farmer would
make a substanfial profit on the prowinge of
his wheat.  What ground iz there for say-
ing that because there is a shortage in some
other part of the world, and the people in
London have to pay a high priee for wheat
shipped from long distances over seas, peo-
ple in Western Australia shonld pay the same
price?  One argonment that has been ad-
vanved s to the effeet that we would not
be justified in asking the grower to supply
wheat at a price lower than he ean get in
some other part of the world: T would re-
mind hon. members that the farmers conld
not have obtained even the price they have
reeeived during the past few wears, had it
not been for the establishment of the pool
and the backing of the Government.
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Mr. Money: Another reason is that he has
kad to take less money for his wheat than it
cost to grow it in vears gone by.

Hon, P, COLLIER: That is not an argu-
went.  To say that beeause the farmer was
fleeced in vears gone by, is not to justify any
sueh demand at the present time.

Mr. Money: He was fleeeed by the mar-
ket.

Hon, P, COLLIER: FEven if that were
so, is it to be wrged that after six or eight -
vears we should now pay an exorbitant price
in order that the farmer may get something
of his own hack.

_AMr. Money: T thought you were referving
to some of the past arguments,

Hon, P, COLLIER: 1 was not. If Par-
linment does not pass the Bill, what position
will the farmers be in then? Ts it not held”
ith confidence that the passing of this
nieasure  and the establishment of a State
pool will enable farmers to get a hetter price
for this season’s wheat than thev would
ofherwise obtain?  There ean be no other
reason for the establishment of the pool.
That demonstrates the fact that the estab-
lichment of the pool, which is really the
guarantze of the people of Western Aus-
tralia, means that the farmer will be able to
dlispose of an éxportable surplus of about
eight milltonn  bushels at a  eonziderably
greater price than would be the ease withount
the estalilishment of the pool. 1s it not a
fair propoesition to put forwnrd that in re-
{furn for the State standing behind the far-
mers, and enabling them to get an enhanced
price for eight million hushels, the farmers
shonld make available the two million hushels
required for logal eongumption at a reason-
able prive.

Mr, S8ampson: Tf the world's parity drops
i:rlow a reasonable price, what then?

My, AleCallum:  That is what we want to
know.

Mou. i,
Inst vesnr,

My, Hickwmott:
but supposing
N,

Ur. FPEARKER: Order! T eannot allow
the hon. membher to make a specch.

Hon. P, COLLTER: The member for Pin-
welly (Mr. Mickinott) has heard me say many
times in this Homse that heeanse whenat in
London ranges up to famine prices, is no
repron why  we should pay famine prices
hiere. While holding that view, T also believe
that if the price of wheat in London falls
to a price which is not payable for far-
mers here, we have no right to ask them to
supply ns with wheat at u loss. The prin-
eiple involved in fixing the price on the hasis
of London parity-

Mr. Pickering: Is a two-edged sword.

Hon. P. COLLTER: T disagree with that
principle, Tf it were to obtain with regard
to other cammoditics, where would it lead ust?

The Premier: Take coal, for instance.

Hon. P. COLLIER: ¥f it were applied to
coal, the Railway Department would have to

COLLAIER:  We made this offer

That was a good offer, too,
that wheat was sold for
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pay & much higher price for their coal than
they do to-day, in view of the price obtaining
in London and elsewhere.

The Premier: They are paying more.

Han, P. COLLIER: They are vot. If it
were ou the basis of the priee obtained in the
world 's markets, the Government would have
to pay thousands of pounds more than they
arc ddoing to-day. This prineiple does not
chtain with regard to other commodities, and
it should not obtain in the case of our wheat
supplies. The fact is that people here have
beenn feeced by the price charged for local
eensumption.

The Premier:
months?

Hon. P, COLLIER: T intend to strongly
resist this prineiple when the Bill reaches the
. Commiittee stawe. Probably during the com-
ing 12 months the consumers in Western Aus-
tralia would have nothing to complain of if
the price werve fixed on the basis of the Lon-
don prices, beeause T believe that the price
of wheat noxt vear will be fairly low in Lon-

What about the previous 12

don, It might he that the parity price in
Western Awnstralin would not cxeeed 9s. a
BLushel.  I'n these eircumstances, it is possible

that the consumer might not have anything
to complain about if the provision wore ap-
plied for the next 12 months. T object, how-
ever, to the principle of our having to pay
for o commoility produced in the State by
the assistanee and baeking of the people;
that we should have to pay a high priee for
it because that high price vnles in some other
part of the world where they depend on im-
portation for their supplics,

[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.]

Mr. Money: You ask for that condition to
he attached to the pool for the next 12
months?

Hon. P, COLLTFR: Tf, because a failure
of the harvest in America or elsewhere whenee
PBritain draws her supplies, the price in Lon-
don gocs up, is that a justifiable reason why
the people of this State should have to pay
a relatively high price? More particularly
do I ask is it any renson, secing that that
price would not he available without Govern-
ment support.,

Mr. Mann: If there were noe pool you
would take no exception to the price?

Hen. . COLLTER: That is se. Tt would
be a different matter. If the farmer could
sell his wheat in London without any assist-
ance from the Government, he could justifi-
ably ask, ‘“What right have yon to expect
me to sell my wheat at o lower price than
T can get for it in London?’’ Bui this Lon-
don parity has not existed without the back-
ing of the Government. Without the organ-
igation of the Government, no matter what
the price of wheat in London, it would have
been of no use to the farmer here, beeause
he conld not have got his wheat to London.
It was only by the organisation of the Gov-
ernment that we were able to sell the wheat
and transport it to other parts of the world.

Therefore, without the intervention of the
Government the price of wheat in London
would have been entirely meaningless to the
West Australian farmer. OFf course it would
have been exceedingly foolish for the State
to have thrown the farmer on his own re-
sources. It would have weant almost hank-
roptey to Australia, It was in the interests,
not only ef the farmer hut of the community
generally, that Government assistanec was
given to the farmer.

Hon, W, (. Angwin:
farmer opposed it!

Hon. I') COLLIER: Yes, | remember that.
The assistance was given in the interests of
the State as a whole. But that does not alter
the fact that we are catitled to obtain wheat
at a reasonable price for our own use.

My, Davies: Don’t you think it is still in
the interests of the State that the pool should
be retained ?

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes, [ am supporting
the Bill. As a matter of fuet, it wag the Lab-
our Government of 1915 that first estahlished
the pool. When the pool was first proposed,
the cexeeutive of the Farmers and Settlers’
Asgsoviation wrote ont to the varions whent-
growing centres and advised the growers to
resist any eompulsion fo plare iheir wheat in
the pool, even to the extent of taking up
arms and garrisoning their farms,

Mr. McCallum: Worse than the lumpers!

The Premier: That was MeGibbon.

Hon. P. COLLTER: Well, is not MeGibbon
one of the king-ping of the association? So
powerful is he that he snceeeded in depriving
the hon. member of one of his Ministers, or
at least he forced the Premier to drop one of
his Ministers. .

The Premier: Nothing of the sort.

‘Hon, P. COLLIER: Oh, yes. It was that
quarrel between Mr. MeGibbon and the Ton-
orary Minister over the Anstralian Wheat
Board that resulted in the Premier being de-
prived of the services of a Minister in an-
other placc.

The Preniier: Quite wrong. He would de-
prive me of my job if he could.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Xo dounbt. And in so
far as the Premier or his colleagnes are not
amenable to the desires of Mr. Melibhon,
their thirn to walk the plank will inevitably
come. I am watehing with interest the Minis-
terial eareer of the Minister for Agriculture.
Just go far as he is able to work amicably
with Mr, McGibbon’s party, or just so far
as he may get into difficultics with them, to
that extent will T draw conclusions as to the
independent attitude of the hon. member in
administering his department.

Hon, W. C. Anpwin: We will stick to the
Minister if he has a will of his own.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes, I can assure him
that if he gets into trouble with that party
the whole weight of this party will be
behind him, When, during the war period,
wheat, like nearly all other commodities,
was contrelled in Great Britain, they there
were not so unmindful of the interests of
the consnming public as to allow a priee

Yo know that the
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based on the world’s parity to be charged
for wheat.

The Premier: No, the import costs made a
great difference.

Hon. P, COLLIER: But the wheat-growers
of England {id not obtain the price which
the imported wheat was bringing.

The Premier: They reversed the position.

Hon. P. COLLIER: No, fhey did not.

The 'remier: Here we do not ask for the
Janded cost of wheat from some other
country.

Hon. P. COLLIER: It is the same prin-
ciple. If the prowers in Great Britain
adopted the same attitude as the growers in
Western Australia, they would say to the
people of England, ‘“You have to pay lds.
a bushel for the imported wheat, and there-
tfore we have a right to expect lds. for our
wheat.””’

The Premier: No, we do uwot ask the
landed price of imported wheat,

ITon. P. COLLIER: But the principle isg
the same, The English grower could casily
have said, ““Why ask me to sell my wheat
to you lhere, on the spot, at a lower price
than yon have to pay for imported wheat??’’

‘The T'remier: What bonus was he getting?

Hon. P. COLLIER: When, at one period,
in England the price of imported wheat was
145, the maximum price allowed to be
charged by the growers in Great Britain
wasg 11s. 10d.

The Premicr: And they got a bonus on
top of that.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I do not know that
the growers in England ever got any greater
"honus than our farmers are getting as the
resnlt of the operations of the LA B,

Hen. W. C. Angwin: That was a honus
paid for bread, not paid to the farmer.

Hon, P. COLLIER: A maximum price was
fixed in Great Britain for wheat grown in
that country. That price ranged from 2s. to
3s. per bushel lower than the cost of im-
ported wheat. That is the prineciple for
which T am contending. We should not
have to pay these high prices simply be-
cause they obtain in England. When the
Biil is in Committee I will endeavour to fix
a4 maximum price which will be fair and

reasonable to the wheat-growers. They
eannot expect anyv greater consideration

than that. The principle of paying high
prices here becanse they obtain somcwhere
else is false and vicious, and ecannot be
justified while we have Government control
of the commodity. Tf we had free, open
buying, if the much vaunted law of supply
and demand were allowed free play, it wonld
be different. Buot, as I have said, it is
rather strange that the strongest opposition
to the operations of the economic law of
supply and demand comes from those who
have always pretended to uphold that prin-
ciple of freedom of trade. When it does
not suit them, they can set aside that law
just as readily as ean any other party.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr, Willeock: They keep up the price in
London by refraining from sending wheat
there.

Hon. P, COLLIER: That is so. A most
important alteration is proposed in the
agreement with the aequiring agents this
year. In all previous years the Westralian
Farmers, Ltd., who have been the acquiring
agents, have not been allowed to buy, scll
or trade in wheat. The proposed new agree-
ment will permit of their trading in wheat,
with the consent of the Minister. If in the
past it has been found wise to prohibit the
acquiring agents from trading in wheat, it
is equally wise that we should retain the
principle. The reasons for its retention are
obvious, The company ought not to be per-
mitted to trade in wheat, We shall be well
advised if we reinstate that provigion in
Committee. I support the establishment of
the pool this year, and I hope it will prove
a success. The advance to the farmers will
really mean 3s. 8d. or 3s. 104. There will
be 3s. at sidings, and 84, or 9d. between the
sidings and the ship’s hold, for whieh the
Government hold themselves responsible. It
means an equivalent of 3s. 8d. to the farm-
ers this year.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Aectually, about 3s.
10d.

Mon, P, COLLIER: Yes, vory Likely; I
am making a congervative estimate of
freight and other charges between sidings
and the ships. I do not think the Govern-
ment are taking any risk; because unless
we are to, meet a failure, to be faced -with
very serious consequences, we should realise
a price that will cover all risk up to that
amount.

Hon, W. C. Apgwin: If they cannot scll
the wheat,” they will he gone.

Non. P. COLLIER: The Minister for Agri-
culture expeets to be able to start selling
the wheat right away, but I understand there
is something like two million bushels of last
year’s crop still in the State, and it is almost
a certainty that this wheat will not have been
disposed of before the new harvest comes
in. Therefore, the expectation of the Minis-
ter to be able to rell the new season’s grain
immediately it begins to come in, and with
the mnney obtained to assist in finaneing the
scheme, will, T fear, not be realised, hecause
lic will be mighty lucky if he suceeeds in
disposing of the remaining portion of last
season’s harvest during the present year.
Before that time he will have rconsiderable
gnantities of the new scason’s grain on hand.
I hope that the pool for this year will be a
success, T hope the Minister will he able
through the medium of his agents in London,
to dispose of the eoming harvest nt a highly
profitable priee. While T contend strongly
for the fixing of a reasonable price for
wheat for lacal conswmption, I hope at the
same time that the Minister and those who
will be associated with him in administering
this measure will he akle to obtain the high-
est possible price for all the exportable snr-



»

{15 SeprEMBER, 1921.] 783

plus. There will be difficulties, 1 fear, be-
cause private buyers will be operating in the
wheat growing states in the East. If by
virtue of that fact they are able to buy at a
comparatively low price it will mean that
they will be able to dispose of the wheat in
London at a comparatively low price, and
that price will doubtless govern the price
which the Minister will be able to obtain for
the State controlled wheat.

The Minister for Agriculture: Not in re-
gard ty wheat, but for flour,

Hon. I'. COLLIER: It seems to me that if
any vreat quantities of wheat are bought
and cxported, the same law will operatc as
with regard to flour. If the farmers in the
Eastern States are foreed to accept a com-
paratively low price from private buyers for
their wheat, the private buyers will in turn
be able to place it on the London market, or
on the markets in which we shall have to
compete, at a low price, and our price will
have to conform to the price the private
agents get.  This seems to me to be one of
the very great diffienltics that we shall have
to contemd with in respeet to a pool con-
trolled by one State as against a pool oper-
ated by the whole of the Commonwealth.

The Premier: That is undoubtedly the dan-
ger.

Hon. P’. COLLTER: Yes, we shall have to
compete with the wheat grown in the East-
ern States and purchased by private buyers.
It scems to me that, even though we have a
State pool in Western Aunstralia, our farmers
will not get ax wuch for their wheat, despite
all the assistance that the State pool can
render them, as they would have obtained if
we had had 2 continuanee of the IFederal
poul. T am afraid that our farmers will bave
to <cll at o lower priee, and for this rcason
it is muech to be regretted that the other
Biates have not agreed to continue the pool
for another year. TE must have been appar-
ent to the Ministers in South Australia and
Vietoria, awd in fact to everybody inter-
ested in the Commonwenlth pool during the
past six years what an immense benefit the
ponl has been, not only to the growers of
wheat, but to the whole of the people of the
Commonwealth, This being se, T am at a loss
to understand why the other States did not
agree to continue the pool for another vear
in order that we might have reached a con-
dition of affairs wmeore nearly approaching
normal than we have reached at present.

Mr, Willeock: We know where the pressure
comes from.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes. I hope the Min-
ister will be suceessful with this pool and
that the farmers will obtain as high a priee
as possible for their wheat, beeause that will
he a good thing for the people of the State
generally, but T also hope that those con-
cerped will adopt n reasenable attitude, and
show that in retorm for all the assistance
given br the State and Government control,
they are preparcd to make wheat available
for local eonsumption at a reasonable price.

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mitchell
—Northam) [5.35]): This Bill, of course, has
become an old friend, seeing that we harve
had similar measures before us time after time
for years past. This is practically a similar
measure with just a few improvements, I
hope we shall be able to manage the pool
in su¢h a way as to obtain for the farmer
a reasonable return for the wheat he puts
into the pool, and particularly for the wheat
exported, The Leader of the OUpposition
has referred to the one danger—that we shall
probably come into competition with the pri-
vately-owned wheat of Victoria and South
Australia. If the purchases made there dur-
ing the early portion of the season are made
at a low price

Hon. P. Collier: It will govern our price.

The PREMIER: And if the wheat is held
by the private buyers, we shall probably ex-
perience some ftrouble. I agree with the
hon. member that it would have been very
much better if the Australian wheat pool had
been continued,

1lon. W. C. Angwin: It was discontinued
beeause of the influence brought to bear on
the National Gaevernment. You could not
help yourselves herc; you had the Tudustries
Assistance Board to comsider.

The PREMIER: T am not responsible for
what has happened in Vietoria or Sonth Aus-
tralin. The position is that those States have
decided on decontrol, and this T think will
make our position a litfle more diffieult.
However, there secmed to be uo chanee of
haviug a sufficient number of buyers to oper-
ate in this State, in order that the farmer
would be able to sell on delivery, and that
is of importance. The farmer, after strip-
ping his wheat, mmst take it to a depot; he
eannot store it on his farm, and he must he
able to obtain the moncy for it. It seemed
very unlikely that there would be a sufficient
number of buyers willing to take a sufficient
gquantity of wheat. T mentiouned some months
ago that the Government thought it would
be neeessary to continue the pool for this
vyear, and T looked to those who might wish
to operate to immediately tell me that they
were willing to buy the wheat. However, there
wore not enough buyers offering; with one ax-
coption, we had no definite statement from any
of the wheat bayera. Tf buyers have only a
limited amount of cash to put into the
buginess, they will undouhtedly operate for
preference in a small State like Vietoria
where they can do it more cheaply and
more conveniently., Wa were faced with
this position, tco, that not only must the
farmer have an opportubity to get the
money for his wheat when it is stripped,
but that the money is wanted in the coun-
try. TIf this money is not available, cm-
ployment and trade and cverything else
must suffer. After all, the money. which
the farmer gets for his wheat ‘remains in
the State and is ecireulated in the State
more than the monev from. any .wother
interest. .- ' ’
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Hon. W. C. Angwin: Do not the wheat
buvers pay cash for it¢

The PREMIER: Yes, but T could not see
that the wheat buyers would hc here ta
buy it.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: They would have
come all right,

The PREMIER: The hon. member may
know mere than I do about that, T
have already explained the position ag it
appeared to the Government., Not only slid
the farmer want the money for his wheat
the storekeeper, and the worker, needed tha
money too. When all is snid and done, the
but other people in the State, the merchant,
farmer does not get a greater share of this
money than any other section of the people.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: He has donc so dur-
ing the last year or two.

The PREMIER: T am not satisfied that
he has. . )

Hon, P, Collier: The wheat-growers have
done well.

The PREMIER: Everyone concerned in
the handling of the wheat has received
more for his work. The first diffieulty that
confronted ws was that of finance, and I
think we have got over it satisfactorily.
Then we had to look into the gquestion of
shipping. I think ships will be available;
in fact so far as our advices go they will
be available, Naturally, here too there is
a diflienity because onr imports are so
limited as compared with the imports to
eastern Australia, and consequently we have
a smaller chance of getting back freights.
It is true that the distanece from Western
Australia to London is very much shorter,
and for the boats which come ont in hallast
we shonld be able to get lower freights than
the Eastern States will get. We may get
an advantage of as muech as a penny per
bushel in this way. I think, however, that
we shall get the shipping all right and this,
of course, is all important. Then there is
the question of selling the wheat, and here
we are confronted with 2 serious responsi-
bility, If sales be made as they will be
made ahead of delivery, and if the Minister
far Agriculture sells at a lower price than
the wheat is eventually worth, I suppose
there will be some trouble with the farmer.

Hon. P. Collier: He has to take that risk,

The PREMIER: Of course, the farmer
would sell for a reasonable price to a cash
buyer and should not complain if the wheat
finally realised double the price. The
farmer should trust us to do the best we
ean in this connection,

Hon. P. Collier: That is what often hap-
pened when private buvers were operating
in past years.

The PREMIER: It did happen, but not
so often, becavse they gencrally bought and
sold on the same day. The value of the
wheat increased and someone hetween the
farmer and the last buyer of the wheat—
generally the consumer of bread—obtained
very much more. T doubt whether people
like Darling, Bell, and the others held the

[ASSEMBLY.]

wheat very long. Their practice was to
buy it and sell it quickly on a small margin
of profit, ¥f the farmer could have held his
wheat, he might lave got a very much
better deal. The Leader of the Qpposition
referred to the fixing of the price of wheat
for local consumption. This will be a diffi-
cult thing for the Minister to do menth by
month, because the period is so short.
Probably it would be better to fix the price
at longer intervals. However, I would point
out to the hon. member that this will not
necessarily mean that the price will be
changed from month to month. The London
parity may remain stationnry for three or
four months.

Hon. P. Collier: There is a possibility of
it ehanging.

The PREMIER: Yes, there is a possibility
of it ehanging rapidly.

The Minister for Agriculture: More so
this year than in the past.

The PREMIER: When a vear ago we
fixed the price for 12 months the hon. mem-
ber complained that wheat was being sold
for loeal consumption at a price higher than
the export price. When the priece of wheat
for local consumption throughout Australia
was fixed at 9s, a bushel, it was less than
the London parity. We were selling wheat
at more than 1s. a bushel less than London
parity.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: You did not com-
vinee the Prime Minister of that. Look at
the report.

The PREMIER: We know what outside
people paid for wheat,

Hon. W, . Angwin: Xor small parcels,

The PREMIER: They paid 10s. a bughel
for some time after the price of wheat for
Joeal eonsumption was fixed at 9s. It looked
ag if. 9s. would be a favourable price to the
local eonsumer,

Mr, Pickering: It has been up to date.

Hon. P. Collier: It was at that time.

The PREMIER: That is so.

Hon. P. Collier: But it is well known that
0s. i3 not a favourable price covering a 12
months’ period.

The PREMIER: If the price were fixed
for a period of three months, the consumer
might find himself in the same position,
Because the Minister is taking power to
fix the price of wheat for local con-
sumption from month to month, it does
not necessarily follow that the price
will be changed from month to menth
Hongurs are fairly even but if there is an
advantage it is with the consumer, taking the
past two years. To-day the price of wheat
for local consumption is the export price and
not the average price at all

Hon. P. Collter: Tt is abové the average
price for the year,

The PREMTER: Tt may he this year, but
[ venture to say that the average price charged
for wheat for local consumption last year was
lower than the average price obtained by the
pool for the whole of last year.
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Iton, P. Collier: They got 8s. 6d. from the
pool last year.

The Minister for
gome more to come.

The PREMIER: T know that the consumer
has not suffercd during the past two years.

Hon. . Collier: Omly 6s. 3d. has been paidl
up to date.

The PREMIER: But there is more to come.

Hoen. 1" Collier: There is not 2s. 9d. to
come.

The PREMIER: T do not suppose there is.
What 1 do contend is that, when members dis-
euss the priec of wheat for this vear, they
must have some regard to what happened last
year. That is only fair,

Ilon. W. C. Angwin: Beepuse we paid too
much last year, we must get it cheaper this
year.

The PREMIER: T do not want that to
get into the minds of the people, that when
it was fixed at 9s. it was thonght wise to buy
at 9s,

Hon. W. (. Angwin:
was coming down.

The PREMIER: We fixedd it at 7s. M. for
12 months the year before,

Hom W, (. Angwin: Not for 12 months.

The PREMIER: For the remainder of the
year.

Hon. P. Collier:
payable price.

The PREMIER:
anything about that.

Mr. Willcock: It was increased during the
year.

Agriculture: There is

1t looked as if wheat

Which was more than a

I am not going to say

The PREMIER: From the time it was
peeured it was not increased in price. T want

hon. members to realise that this wheat be-
longs to the farmers.

Hon. P, Collier: Then why do we come in?
Tt does not belong to the farmer beeause you
are going to commandeer it The farmer
must put it inte the pool whether he likes it
o not.

Hon. W. C. Angwin:

ool,

The PREMIER:
wheat.”

Hon. P. Collier: Then let him do what he
likes with it; that is a fair proposition.

The PREMIER: When export sales were
being freely made we seenred enough to snup-
ply this country for the balance of the year.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You had 25 million
bushels of wheat for sale; yon had the peo-
ple’s money invested in it, and no market
for it.

The PREMIER: The hon. member relied
upon the Government to hold the wheat in
the conntry.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The farmer was not
able to sell it; it is there yet.

The PREMTER: Some of the wheat which
is here now is sold.

Hon. W. . Angwin: Why do you not send
it away? We want some work at Fremantle.

The PREMIER: TIf the question of this
year’s price is to be diseussed, the price of
the previous year’s wheat should also be dis-

Make a voluntary

This 3is the farmers’

783
cussed, 1t has been contended time and
agnin  that wheat for loeal vconsumption

should he fixed at a price which is equal to
London parity. Of course London pariry
means the prive realised in London less all
cliarges, freight, shipping, handling, insur-
ance and everything. That surely is the value
of wheat. Anyhow that is the price at which
the wheat can be sold.

Hon, P, Collier: The value of the wheat in
the pool.

Mr, Willeock: With the collective eredit of
the country behind it.

The PREMIER: The actual value of the
wheat in the possession of the farmer is the
price he can get in London less all the
charges.

[Ton. P. Collier:
ernment,

The PREMIER: I hope tlic help of the
Govermment will not be denied to the farmer
or to any other producer in the State, The
former has to pay a high price for all he
purchases. The Government help the munu-
facturer.

Hon, W. (", Angwin: In what way?

The PREMIEFER: By high protection, of
cQurse,

Hon. P. Collier:
well as the farmerv.

The PREMIER: The only difference is
that the farmer does not benefit in the slight-
est from protection. He has to export his
produce to the markets of the world. Ofher
people have to pay higher prices for their
goods beeause of the duties imposed.

Hoa. P. Collier: The whole of the national
interests do not begin and end with the
farmer.

The PREMIER: Just as it is right to
guarantee the manufacturer and the workers
in the manufacturing industries, so it is right
that the Government should assist the prim-
ary producers. Take an article manufactured
in the State; the plough, for instance. With-
out protection it would be several pounds
cheaper to the farmer than it is under pro-
tection.

Hon. P. Collier: Importers form rings and
charge high prices.

The PREMIER: We pay a higher price
for the good of the community. We believe
it developing the State and those industries
that are necessary to the State, though we do
not believe in exeessive protection.

Hon. W. C. AAngwin: I want you to help
me to protect the farmer,

The PREMIER: I am entitled to point
out that practieally every other section of
the community is protected. Take coal; the
price is fixed. TIf the member for Collie (Jir,
Wilson) were here, he wonld tell us how the
price had heen fixed.

Mr. Willeock: Ile would not tell tales ont
of school,

The PREMIER: He took not only the em-
ployers, but the people who operate the mines,
to the judge and said, ‘' We want you to fix
the price of coal; we are all here and it can

With the aid of the (iov-

Everybody has to pay as
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easily be arranged.’’
fixed.

Hoen. P. Collier: That is what T am trying
to advocate for the wheanf, to get a fixed
price.

The PREMTER: If the hon. member will fix
the price of wheat on the same basis as the
price of coal was fixed, then we must allow the
men who work their farims the same rate of
pay as the miners reeeive, But I know the
hon. member would not agree to that. What
T do vlaim is that, when considering this
matter, we must have some regard to other
quesiions which appear to have been over-
locked by my friend.

Flon. P. Collier, The price of coil was
basedl on the cost of produetion and o profit
to the owner.

The PREMIER: No; the owners and the
workers went to the judge and arranged
what the price should he.

Mr. Willeoek: We have done it pretty sue-
cessfully during the last five years.

The PREMTER: The price of timber has
inereased tremendously in recent years.

Ar. Willeock: Particularly during the last
two years.

The PREMIER: No one has complained
very much. In fact it is more than double
the cost.

AMr. Willeock: The building industry has
heen settled as a result of the increase.

The PREMIFER: T am sorry the price of
timber is so high. The wvalue of gold has
been inereased as the resnlt of the gold
bonus. All along the line everyone hag had
his industry earved for, and ecared foér very
largely by the Government. I admit that the
epllective credit of the State has to be used
as a guarantce for this money.

Mr. Willcock: We must get something in
refurn.

The PREMTER: That is just the point.
Tn pledging the credit of the State, for the
benefit of the State and incidentally of the
farmer, a eredit is piven showing a 40 per
cent. margine . The hon. member says the
State should he paid for deing that. How
much eash does he want for the guarantee?

Mr, Willeock: Only a fair thing.

The PREMIER: The hon. member says he
wants payment for the guarantee.

Mr. Willcock: AJl T want is fair treat-
nent.

The PREMIER: Ts it to be payment by
cash on the basis of ene per cent., two per
cent,, or three per cent? If the wheat pro-
ducer has to put up the guarantee, let us
know what it has to be. T do not think the
hou. member wants paper at all.

Ur. Willeock. We have paid pretty heavily
in eash during the past few years,

The PREMTER: Of course, but the con-
sumers have had the cheapest bread in the
world during the past few years.

Mr. O'Loghlen: And why not, with such
an abundant production.

j’l‘ln1 PREMIER: Why should we not have
it? .

Then the price was
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Mr, O Loghlen: With a 10 millien bushel
surplus in the State, the priee is very dear.

AMr. ALeCallom: A ot of the wheat became
rotten,

The IPREMIER. That is wrong. Our
wheat was well cared for on the whole, T
have no objeetion to the farmers getting a
reasonable  price for their wheat. When
ntembers say ‘' You must pay for this gua-
rantec,’ " | ask them if the farmer alone hng
to pay.  He certninly does not get all the
money out of the wheat, XNo one knows
better than the member for Geraldton the
amount of woney that is paid away in his
clectorate through the handling of the wheat.
Tnder this Bill the price of wheat is to be
fixesd from month to month. Not mucrh can
be said against that.

Mr. O0’Loghlen: And not mueh can bhe said
in its favonr. 1t is a Jiffienlt thing to work.

The PREMIER: Tt is only possible, then,
to pay on the London parvity, If the hon.
member said the price was to be 20 per cent.
under lhe Lowlon parity we could under-
stand it, ,

Hon. P. Collier: Your whole argument is
irrelevant, and vou are begging the question.

The PREMIER: Not at all. There.is no
other way of fixing the price.

Mon. P. Collier: We will fix it.

The PREMTER: Tf the hon member names
the figure, he will get the money.

Hon., W, C, Angwin: Do not be too sure
about that.

Hon, P. Collier. Tt has been a case of hare-
faced rohbery during the last 12 months.

The PREMTER: T would point out that all
the erops are not of the same average. How
are wmembers going fo fix the price?

Mr. O'Loghlen:  So long as the pool is in
existener, it is a simple matter.

{Mr. Speaker resumed the Chair.]

The PREMTER: T hope the hon. member
will find some simple way of doing it. Tt is
not such a simple matter,

Mr. O'Lophlen:  You insist upen yonr de-
partments getting timber for loeal consump-
tion at €1 below the export priece.

The PREMIER: T am not eonseinng of it.
The cost of timber was never preater than it
is fo-day. DMembers have asked what the
position of the farmer would be if the pool
ha:d not been established. Tt would, of course,
have heen very bad indeed, The position the
farmers arve in demands the continusnce of
the pool. T admit that they have bheuefited
by the pools which have existed in the past.
No farmer denics that,

AMr. O’Loghten: Tt ia the consumer who
wanta & word to say in the matter.

The PREMTER: T do nat think it is
right to say that. For the past twe years
the consmmer has not paid more than & rea
sonable price based on the Loudoen parity.
There is a danger in running 2 wheat pool
this year, hecause we shall he running a sep-
arate pool. This means that we shall have
to take very mueh greater risks than wonld



[16 SerrEmeER, 1921.] 787

have been the case if an Australian pool had
been in existence. I cannot understand why
the other States have wot ¢ome in. We en-
deavoured to induce them to do so, but with-
out success.

Mr. Willeoek: Youn know why.

Mr. MeCallim:  The Minister for Agrieul-
tore gave us the reason.

The PREMIER: T do not know why.
Theee is, of conrse, some influence that we
do not understand. In South Awnstralin they
have hail a had time with their wheat. That
is their business anyhow. - 1ach State will
act as it thinks best. To-day we are asking
the House to agree to the establishment of
a State pool, I hope, when it comes to a
digeussion upon the price of wheat for local
consumption, members will recollect that it is
not intended to buy the whole year’s require-
ments af any one period, or to fix the price
now. The Bill provides that the price shall
be fixed frem month to month, based on the
London parity. The Leader of the Opposi-
tion snid‘the Lendon price was fixed below
the import price. That may be so. If we
took the cost of importing wheat into this
country, it would bhe a very different matter
to aceepting London parity, We would have
not only the cost of purchasing the wheat
but the charges added to it

Mr, Mullany: Yoo would not discuss that
aquestion in a country which has a 10 million
bushel surplus,

The PREMIER: No. England is an im-
porting eountry and Western Australia an
cxporting country. The ounly question that
seems to trouble hon. members is that affect-
ing the price for lJoeal consumption. This
should be thrashed out by wmembers sitting
on both sides of the House. Unless we aec-
eept the London parity, it will he a diffienlt
matter to deal with. .
© Mr. Mann: Would you fix the price over
a period of somng years?

The PREMTER: It would not be fair to
the conswmer at this stage in the world’s his-
tory to do so. The farmer would be per-
fectly satisfied to have a priee fixed which
would cover him for a period of years, for
this would relieve him of some anxiety, Oaly
a small quantity of the total produetion of
wheat is eaten within the State.

Ay,
it.
The PREMIER: In the interests of the
farmer, and of all concerned, T hope the Bill
will become law.

Mr. PICKERING (Sussex) [6.10]: T
seem to ocenpy a singnlar position in this
House, and to be more or Jess hound to sup-
port pools. If it is not a wheat pool it is &
Lane-Toole.

The Premier:
wheat pool.

Mr. PICKERING: T should like to con-
gratulate tbe Leader of the Opposition upon
his very fair consideration of this Bill. The
whole-hearted support the Leader of the Op-
position has given to the Bill docs him great

Youn are safe with the

Willeock: There is no control over-

erecit.  The snggestions that he has offered
are recasonable, fair, and worthy of every
congideration. T must also congratulate the
Government for having brought down this
measure.  They were under no obligation to
do so, but they realised the seriousness of
the position so far as the wheat growers of

Woestern MAustralia are concerned.

Hon, W. €, Angwin:
sibly help themselves.

My, PICKERING: T am
credit to-night for having done this.
rule T do not give them much credit.

The Premier: Only when yon go before
your electors,

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. PICKERING: I am sure the Pre-
micr accepts criticism from me in the spirit
in whieh it is mcant.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Your electors had the
clhoice of two or three ont-and-ont supporters.

Mr., PICKERING: And they supported
the Country Party member every time. Since
I have been in the House I have devoted a
congiderable amount of my time to the study
of the wheat question.

Mr. O'Loghlen: And every other ques-

They eould not pos-

giving them
As a

‘tion,

Mr. PIOKERING: Therefore T consider
I am entitled to say a few words upon this
Bill. In framing this Bill the Government
Iave made an honest cndcavour to bring
down a measure, which will to a large ex-
tent meet the suggestions and proposals sub-
mitted by the Leader of the Opposition.

Mr. Willeock: No!

Mr. PICKERING: We have in the Bill
a framework which we ean amend in such a
direction as to give satisfaction to the com-
nmunity.

Heon. T. Walker: If we wish.

Tlon. W. C. Angwin: This is not a party
Bill.

Mr. PICKERING: No.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You can vote as you
like. :

My, PICKERING: The formers in this
State are not the exploiters they are alleged
to be by members opposite. They have heen
the backbone of the country ever since it
was oceupied by the white race.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The farmers arc all
rvight, but their representatives arc not.

Mr., PICRKERING: I am sure it cannot
be said that their representatives in this
House arc not a credit to them. Sinec the
enrly days of farming, the farmer has lab-
ourcd under grave difficolties. Tt is only
sinec the pool system was conceived by the
ahle intellects of members opposite, when they
oceupied the Government henehes, that the
farmer has come into his own. T am glad
to know that members opposite are so cor-
dial in their sympathy with the proposals
which have heen submitied to the House. Tha
two main items in this question are finance,
and the priee of wheat for loca! consumption.

Sitting suspended from £.15 to 7.80 p.m,
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Mr. PICKERING: Before tea T was say-
ing that the two principal questions invelved
in this Bill were finanee, and the price for
local consumption.  The finaneial difficulty
has been extremely accentuated by the atti-
tnde of South Australin and Vietorin in
standing out from the peol. I join with the
Leader of the Opposition in the hope that
those two States may vet see the wisdom
of forming pools in their own interests, and
linking up with the other pools, so as to en-
able the (‘ommonwealth Government again to
cssume control of Australia’s wheat produe-
tion. It is satisfactory to note that the
Government have made arrangements to tide
us over the initial difficulties of a State pool.
S0 much having heen done, the sabsequent
handling of the pool shonld adjust itself with-
eul very much diffienlty. One feature of this
Bill whieh T am wvery glad to observe is
that the interests of all seetions of the com-
murity arc to be provided for. Under Clause
13 the price to be eharged for wheat for con-
sumption within the State is to bhe fixed on
London parity. On this particolar aspeet of
the question we have to bear in mind that
we must consider not only the interests of
the wheat growers, but also, as stated by the
Leader of the Opposition, the interests of the
combined community behind the Bill. In
connection with the fixing of the price of
wheat it is entirely reasonable that we should
take into comsideration what has occurred in
conncetion with the fixing of prices for other
esmmaodities, and T desire to draw the atten-
tion of hon. members to a paragraph which
apperrs  in to-day's ‘‘West Australian’’
under the headings, ‘“The Sugar Question
and Jam Makinz, Statement by Sir H. Jones.
Hobhart, 14th September’’—

In a further statement on the sugar
question, Nir Henry Jones said to-day that
there would be a rebate of 20 per eent,,
making it £26 1s. 6d. a ton for sugar used
in the manufaetare of jams and preserves
for export. But for the manufacture of
jams and preserves for consumption in Aus-
tralia £46 ls, 6d. a ton would be charged
for the sugar.

Before tea I drew attention to the circom-
stance that price fixing and the acceptance of
parity represent two-edged weapens. A
parity for sugar would he advantageouws to
the consumers of Australia, who are at pre-
sent paying withowt protest a very big price
indeed for the maintenance of the indnstry
of sugar producing in Awustralia; so much so,
that the difference represents something like
£20 per ton, There is a very serious diffienlty
in the way of preventing undue profit being
derived from a parity price for sugar. On
the caleulations of proved experts, the differ-
ence is so big as to amount to about £50 per
acre of fruit grown. Thug it is plain that
the question of fixing the price of svgar is a
most serious one to the fruit industry of
Western Australia and of Australia generally.
Turning to another aspect of price fixing, we
find that the price fixed until recently for
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meat was suell as to render it impossible tor
the meat producers of this State to sell their
product at a profit, Sueh a position is mo-t
serious, placing, as it does, all qualities of
meat on the same grade—which is ridiculous
from the point of view of production of
meni. Some of the meat grown in the south-
ern part of the State should be, and in my
opinion is, better meat than that produced
in the North-West.  Althongh the Lender of
the Opposition suggested what might well be
considered a reazonable price for wheat for
the year, it is questionable if such a price
would he acceptable in the event of the
parity falling considerably below it. The
hasis suggested by the Leader of the Oppeo-
sition would he a very fair one if we eould
arrive at it in some manner which was not
suggested by that hon. gentleman. 1Tn my
opinion, most of the wheat pgrowers would
be satisfied if they ecould got a guaranteed
price for home consumption sowewhat in the
neighbourhood of the figure indicated by the
Leader of the Opposition. We must bear in
mind that Clause 6 of the Bill provides for
certain sales, which feature should appeal to
certain representatives of metropolitan and
sauburban centres.

Mr, SPEAKER: The bhon. member must
not discuss elauses on the second reading.

Mr, TICKERTNG: This is only just a
passing refevence, Sir. T merely wish to
show that the Bill decs make provision by
which we ¢an be exempted from increasing -
the pool unmnecessarily, by making avail-
able to such clements ag the poultry farmers
and pig raisers throughout the State sup-
plies of wheat direet from the farmers. The
Minister for Agriculture, in replying, will
no doubt indicste whether I am wrong or
right in drawing that inference, It scems
to me that the course indicated would be a
wise one. Under such conditions the poultry
farmers and pig raisers would find them-
selves placed on more advantageons terms
than if a price were fixed for all local con-
sumption, At all events that is my inter-
pretation of Clanse 6, By Subelause 2 of
Clause 13 the Minister is empowered, I in-
fer, to deal with the prices of bread and
other by-products. I should like the JMin-
ister, when he replies, to confirm that state-
ment or to disabuse me of any error into
which I may have fallen. The Leader of
the Opposition drew special attention to the
constitution of the advisory board for which
the Bill provides. The State bas at ifs

-service to-day a board with considerable

cxperience, gained during the period over
which former pools have extended. Those
gentlemen must be of considerable valug in
forming a Dhasis for selection of the mem-
hers of the board to be created by this Bill.
It may be advisable, as snggested by the
Leader of the Opposition, that certain other
elements should be represented on the
hoard, I feel quite sure that the Minister
in charge of the measure will use his dis-
cretion and his judgment in seeing that such
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clements are rtepresented, if their repre-
sentation is necessary to the proper ad-
ministration of the measure. Certain financial
aspeets of the pool may want speeially
trained men to deal with them, TITowever,
it scems to me that what the Bill proposes
to authorise affords very little scope in that
dircetion.  Personally, T consider that the
members of the present board, with their
soven years’ expericnce, should be well able
to earry on the work under this measure.
Tt is not to be assumed that the advisory
hoard will have any particular Interest to
eare for. They must, of course, look to the
business of handling and sclling the wheat,
but they must especially conservé the in-
terests of the State in conjunetion with
those of the wheat-growers, As regardg
fluctuation of prices, that phase of the ques-
tion will render this measure more difficult

for the Minister and his assistants to
operate if we rely entirely on werld’s
parity. My personal view is that reliance

on world’s parity would militate against the
best interests of the farmer. Recently 1
read that acecording to the siatistics avail-
able there was likely to be an exeess of sup-
plies over requircments to the extent of 11
million quarters of wheat. Jf that is so, we
have no reason to believe that the demand
for wheat will be so great as to make tha
parity price in any way cxcessive, There-
fore a fixed price, if it eonwld be arranged,
would probably operate in the imterests of
the farmers rather than in thosc of the con-
sumers, The member for North-East Fre-
mantle {Hon. W. C. Angwin) said that 1
had stated that 5s. per bushel should be the
maximum price. What [ did say—if T re-
memher rightly, it was by way of interjee-
tion—was that it eonld reasonably be ex-
pected that wheat would produce 5s. or Gs.
. in bags.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Five shillings.

Mr. PICKERTNG: We will say ds. or 8a.
The quantity required for loeal consumption
is, T understand, in the neighbourhood of
two million bushels. That i3 a very big
proportion of the output of Western Aus
tralia, and it is to be hoped that whatever
price may be arrived at for lecal consump-
tion will be sueh as to make the proposition
remunerative for the wheat-grower. T am
naturally interested in every phase of
primary production, and it appeals to me
that every eare should be taken to treat all
se¢tions of the community as fairly as
possible. I am anxions that all our various
avenwes of primary production should pro-
gress satisfactorily, because if we have a
prosperous people we have a  contented
people, and it is much casier to govern a
country of contented people than a2 country
of people suffering under disabilities and
grievances which should be remedied. Tn
conelusion, I congratulate the Government
on having made an honest cndeavour to
meet the situation. If they will trust them-
selves to the lead of this House, we will
turn out the measure in such a shape as will
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be entirely satisfactory to the eommunity
as o whole.

Hon, W. €. ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [7.44]: For one particular reason
I am coubtful whether the House should
pass the Bill. We were told to-night, by
way of interjection, that arrangements have
not yet been completed for financing the
pool.

The Minister for Agrienlture:
not told that.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: Interjections made
during the speech of the Leader of the
Opposition were to the offect that the ques-
tion of financing the poel was at present
under the consideration of the Common-
wealth Bank, and that the passage of this
measure was awaited in order to finalise
arrangements for financing the pool. That
statement is quite contrary to the announce-

You were

ment made on a2 reeend evening  that
arrangements for finaneing the pool had
already been made in London, Y there

is any doubt about it, members of this
House should protect themselves and not
let the Government say in the future that
Parliament authorised the formation of the
pool, and, therefore, they must make & fair
profit if they can,

The Minister for Agrigulture:
wrong,

Ion. W. C. ANGWIN: I do not want that
to take place. We are told that the finaneial
arrangements bave been made.

The Minister for Apgriculture: That Is
wrong, The financial arrangements cannot be
made until this Bill is passed.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: Yes, they ean. This
is the most important part of the Bill. We
are te give a gnarantee of 3s, a bushel, It is
anticipated that there will be & ten million
bushel crop. On the estimate we have, this
ropresents a sum of £1,500,000. No person
would rush inte a matter of this description
involving suech a guarantee of £1,500,000
syithout some arrangements having heen made
beforehand to meet that indebtedness. That
is the pesition we are in.

My, Willeoek: Tt was stated tbat arrange-
ments had heen made with the bank,

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: The Minister said
that arrangements had been made with the
London, Westminster and Parr’s Bank, Now
we nre told that the Commonwenlth have the
matter under consideration. If arrangements
have already been made, how ean it he that
the Federal Government are now making ar-
rangements and have the matter under con-
sideration?

The Minister for Agriculture: You are
splitting straws. . :

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: Tt is too serious a
matter about which to split straws,

Mr. Witlcock: A matter of £1,500,000 is
pretty serious.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: The Government
have not £1,500,000 in the Treasury, and we
are assured that the loeal bankers will not
assist in the matter except in conformity with

You are



790

arrangements wmade elsewhere, To-night we
are told that the matter is under considery-
tion. What is the position? Arc we justified
in saying to the Government: ‘‘You must es-
tablish & pool, no matter from where you get
the money?’’ Are we justified in accepting
the regponsibility of authorising the Govern-
ment to establish the peol under such condi-
tions? [ say we are not. T am in faveur of
a pool for this vear, but, at the same time, it
is necessary to knew beforchand hew we are
going to finanee it. Tt is no good entering
into it blindfolded. Regarding the Minister’s
statement that eertain influences were at work
in the uther States with a view to prohibiting
a pool this vear, is it not strange that the
only two States where this has been evideneed
are Vietoria and South Australia, where there
are National Governments? Tt had no effect
in New South Wales. The Premier said to-
night that no buyers except Dreyfus had
made an offer to come. to Western Australia
to purchase wheat.

The Minister for Agriculture: The Promier
did not say that.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: He implied that.
He said he had been told that Dreyfus would
come here.

The Minister for Agriculture: The Premier
did not mention agy nawes.

Mr. Willeoek: Yes he did,

Hon. W. Q. ANGWIN: T thought he did,
If any wheat buyers or other personsg studied
the interests of Western Australin during the
last few years, they would form the opinion
that it wounld be useless to come to the Gov-
ernment of Western Australia beeause of the
faet that, as the Government were financing
the operations, it was almost compul-
sory to have a “pool. Tt is net a mat-
ter of the Government desiring to pive
the farmers o pool, for they are almost

compelled to provide a pool owing to the.

prevailing conditions. There are over 3,000
farmers on the books of the Indnstrics Assist-
ance Board and, consequently, the Goveri-
ment have a ot at stake. It is fo the inter-
csts of the Government to have a pool, but it
is necessary to aseertain how the money is to
he procured to meet the payments as they he-
eome due. T agree with the T.eader of the
Opnosition that the board should inelude a
ropresentative of the consumers, as well as of
the nroducers and the buyers, It is necessary
to have someone on the hoard to assure fair-
plav. Tn mv opinion the publie have not been
treated fairly during the past 12 months. A
reruesal of the file Aealing with the sale of
wheat to New South Wales shows that when
the sale was made, the Minister for Fdueation
eame away highly delighted beeause he had
secured the price of 7s. 8d. Tt had been lower
than that previensly. Now we are told that
it would be wrong to fix the price of wheat
for loecal consumption - -cept on London
paritv, The I ~der of the Opposition, when
he referred jnst now to the aetion of the
British Government, said that the local pro-
ducers in England did not get a price for
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their wheat on a fixed basis, but the Govern-
ment fixed a maximum price, and he was
quite correct. T have a copy of a letter
written by Mr. MeCurdy, who was the
Minigter controlling food in the British Gov-
ernment.  The letter was written in 1920,
and he said—

The Govermment had, however, decided
that so long as wheat was still controlled,
prices of Home-grown wheat of sound mill-
ing quality harvested in 1920 should be the
menthiy average ei.f. price of imported
wheat of similar or comparable quality, pro-
vided that the price so paid to the Home
growers should not exeeed 93s. per quarter
of 504 Iha.

That shows that there was a maximum price
fixed so far as the Home growers were con-
ceined.  The Government limited the price
for the Home grower for local requirements,
but it did not affect the position regarding
other wheat. This letter was wrvitten in reply
to an inquiry regarding the wheat pool in
1420, The action was taken in England and
the priee was fixed for the Home prodncers.
Tf it can be done in Englznd, T do not sce
why it cannot he done in Western Australia.
Take the positioh regarding gold, The in-
ercased priee for gold is only available to the
produeers in respeet of gold that is exported;
thex do not benefit by the increased price in
respeet of the gold that is kept in the State.
The Government do not care what one ean get
from the outside markets, but there is a limi-
tation on the price of gold sold in Australia.
Tf this ¢an be done in the easec of gold, why
cannot it he dene with regard to wheat?
My, Mann:  You would have to fix the
price for loeal consumption over a period.

Flon. W. €. ANGWIXN: Ti all depends.
How eould the DMMinister arrange it other-

wise?

My, Mann:  Yon wounld have to fix it for
more than a yoar.

Hon, W. (. ANGWIN: T do not follow
that. My principal reason in speaking to-
night is that the Stnte, for the first time, in-
tends to endeavour to finance the wheat pool.
Tt is the duty of the State under such con-
ditiong to weigh verv carefully the amount
of money it is intended to expend regarding
the wheat. If there is a possibility of any
saving heing effceted., it is the dutv of the
Government to make that saving. We know
from the manager of the wheat nool, who is
a man having long experience, that by buy-
ing whent, the board—a bonrd is mentioned
in the Bill—ecan save n considerable amount
of money. That being so, T see no reason
whatever why we should enter into an agree-
ment with the Westralinn Farmers Ltd. We
have a staff controlling the wheat pool, and
we have the board. That being so, why
duplicate the work? Why have another
official staff in connection with nnother firm?
There is no need for it. When the Roval
Commiggion on the wheat marketing scheme
investigated this problem, a statement was
made indicating that a considerabe saving
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could be effected if the wheat board handled
the pool. For the information of members
who may not have perused the report of that
Royal Commission, T will read portion of the
evidence. Question 4504 shows that Mr.
Harrison asked—

But they claim that the taking over

would be for the good of the scheme¢

I will point out what that means. The West-
ralian Farmers Ltd. wanted to take fuli
eontrol. T wouldl be quitc safe in saying that
the company wantod to sign Government
cheques. At any rate, T am not far out in
saying that. They did not only want to take
control of the Board, which was under the
supervision of the Minister, but to control
the staff and everything clse. They wanted
to contro! the whole handling of wheat in
Western Australia even to the shipping, Mr.
Reys, who was the witness, replied—

The other day T made up an cstimate at
which T reckon the scheme could do the
work of issuing certificates for a ten mil-
lion bushel crop. The estimate was ap-
proximately £10,000. On a similar basis
to last year’s we would have to pay the
Woestralian  TFarmers Ttd.  £25,000 for
that work.

He estimated he c¢ould do the work for
£10,000, whereas on that basis we wonld
have to pay £25,000 for the same work. He
continued—
Our salaries for officers at the present time
arc £€7,000. Tf that staff were transferred
to the Westralian Farmers Ltd., and that
company paid those men £7,000, they would
probably want to charge the farmer up

with  £14,000—something for their own
profit. The pool represents every farmer
cquaily.  1f ome farmer puts a theusand

bags of wheat into the pool and the nest
only 100 haps of whent, cach farner is
treated according to the quantity of wheat
they had in the pool. Tf our cxpenses come
to £20,000 and that works out at a farth-
ing a bushel, that farthing a bushel means
more to the larger farmer than to the
smaller farmer. The profits of the West-
ralian Farmers Ltd. are distribvted aceord-
ing to the business the man does with
them. The whole question is what actuarial
caleulation is made to sce what profit arises
from any particular ling of business. You
may be giving your insurance to the West-
ralian Farmers Ltd. and they may so work
that it ts debited to the insurance -portion
of the business. They say that their profits
are distributed after the shareholder dies,
Tt the wheat scheme is doing work, our
charges are debited up and the balance
diztributed at the end of the pool or in
dividends during the eourse of the pool.
No dividend is kept until a man dies and
then handed to his widow.

The Minister for Agriculture: All these
claims c¢ome out of the pool.
Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: Of course. You

are paying a farthing for ccrtificates and a
farthing for profita. But if that can be
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saved it is*our duty to save it. The State
Government will have to find the money this
year, and according to what has heen said
there will be a difficulty in finding it. If we
can save £15,000 by handling the pool our-
selves, we have no right to hand it over to
anybody clse. Even the chief of the Country
Party, Mr. Monger, has declared that we
must have cconomy. Well, here is a chance
to exercise economy to the extent of £15,000
on onc year’s harvest, Nobody in Western
Australia knows more about the*handling of
wheat than does Mr, Keys. He has heen
managing the scheme for some years, and he
was managing for Dreyfus & Co. before he
took over the job. Ile can be relied upen for
efficiency. That being so, why should we
hand over to a private company the hand-
ling of the wheat when we can do it our-
selves awd save £13,0002 Here is another
question und answer:—

You said you got out a scheme by which
you can do tor £10,060 .what you are pay-
ing £25000 to the Westralian Farncers for
doing?—Not quite. T worked out a state-
ment showing what it would cost ns to
handle 10,000,000 bushels and, applying
the rates which we paid this year, we
would pay the Westralian Farmers £25,000.

Mr. Stubbs: ITow long ago was that?

Hon. W, C, ANGWIN: In 1518, Rut the ’
same thing applies to-day, because any in-
crease in wages has to be allowed for under
the agreement. Here is another cxcerpt from
the evidence—

Regarding the statement you handed in
to-day, I see you say ‘‘Estimated cost for
issning ecertificates for ten million bushel
requirements.’’  Té pans out ahont tho
same as the contraet this year for issuing
certificates '—Practieally  the smwe. We
pay the Westralian Farmers Lid. a farth-
ing for issuing certifieates, and then, of
course, we pay them a farthing for profit,
and an eighth of a penny for checking at
the depots, which is work we do ourselves
now and would not have to do ever again,

Yon have cut that out altogether?—Yes.
‘We shall save that service.

That is the work which the Westralian
Farmers have girls doing aé the present
time9—TYes.

In other worls, you are paying an eighth
of a penny now for the girls checking your
check?—That is the position,

Or the Westralian Farmers are hbeing
paid an cighth of a' penny for nothing?—
For very little. They had 8 man at each
depot. The whole lot might cost them
£1,000 for the year.

For that £1,000 the Government have tn
pay between £4,000 and £5,000. All that
would be required for the handling of the
wheat ourselves jvould be one or two addi-
tional inspector:, und an exira clerk or two.
The rest of the machinery is already there.
We would not require a dwval managerial
staff. The Premier the other day proved
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willing to hand over to the Commonwealth
the Taxation Department in the mere: ex-
pectation of the transference saving us
£20,000 per annum. In respect of the wheut,
we are paying for a duplicate staff when
there is no necessity for it. The Govern-
nient take control of the wheat when it is
brought to the depot, and the Government
have there an officer to eheck the weights
and gpprove the quality.

Mr. Stulbs: You wonld require an in-
spector at every depot.

Hon. W, €. ANGWIN: Yes. There is no
necessity for paying the Westralian Farm-
ers Ltd. to have another inspector there. In
the past the Westralinn Farmers Lid. have
collected the ecost of an inspector and
allowed the Government officers to do the
work, which was subsequently checked by
giris in the office. Tt is a wrong system,
and should be abelished., Next vear in all
probability the price of wheat will fall,
and so it will be more than ever necessary
to save all that we ¢an for the farmers. The
managers of the Westralian Farmers Lid.
have the wheat-growers well trained. '

My, Mann: A section of them.

Hon. W. €. ANGWIN: A very large see-
tion. The farmers say, ¢What difference
does the cost make to us? Tf the Westra-
lian Farmers Ltd. make a profit, we shall
get it baek again,?’?

AMr. Mann: The shareholders of tha
Westralian Farmers Ltd. would be but a
minority of the wheat-growers,

Hon. W. €. ANGWIN: Apparently the
hon. member is a compulsory sharcholder,
and zo’is not taking a very keen interest in
the question. Sinee the Westralian Farmers
Ltd. haave had the sele handling of the
whent, they have made every farmer with
wheat in the pool a compulsory shareholder
of the company.

Mr. Piesse: Not unless he did business
with them.

Hon. W. €. ANGWTIN: He could not help
himself. -Tf he had but 100 bushels in the
pool, the profit on the purcel made him a
compulsory shareholder.

Mr. Stubbs: T do net think that is correct.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: T have it in Mr.
Murray's own words. Tle said, “‘Tf any
profit is made out of the wheat, we divide
that profit amongst those who put wheat
into the poel, awdl we give them bonus
sharez.””  Mr. Alleu, my eolleague on the
Commission, said. ““You do not pay them
eash?’”? and Mr, Murray said, ¥ No, we re-
quire the cash, but we make it a kind of
insuranee. They eannot transfer the shaves,
but if a sharcholder dies we pay his
relatives out of his share,’’ Only to-day, in
consecnenece of what a farmer tald me, T
said, “*You must he a shareholder of the
Westralinn Farmers Litd.,*” and he said
“¢No: they sent me a letter stating that if
T sent a few shillings and put in enly a few
bushels, it would suffiecc to make me 2
sharcholder.??

[ASSEMBLY.}

Mr. Piesse;
side,

Hon, W, C. ANGWIX: It has to do with
the handling of the wheat. Ile puts wheat
into the pool, and that very action makes
him a eompulsory shareholder. It gives th.
compuny an enermeous poll. As a result they
have heen killing the small storekeepers in
the country, for the farmérs have been told
that if they died their relatives would get
the value of the shares.

Fon., P. Collier: Mighry small chanee of
that!

Hon. W, C. ANGWIX: I could understand
hon. members having theiwr doubts if I, with
my scani knowledge, declared that the
acquiring should be done by the Whear
Board. But 1 am saying it on the anthority
of My, Keys, who made the statement 1
have vread out. Iaving regurd to the
authorship of that statement, surcly it is
worth the consideration of hon. members,
They are not my words, but the words of
Mr. Kevs., At a time like this we should
not be paving for duplicate staffs where ona
will do. We should put on our cousidering
cap and see if it is not possible to savd
£15,000 on a fen million bushel crop. If
that could be done, the money saved, if hon.
members thought fit, could be distributed
amongst the consumers in the form of a
reduction 1n the price of whent. We arve
paying %d. per bushel for managerial ex-
penses. 1t is time that was altered. XNo
donbt the Westralion Farmers Ltd. have
hanilled the wheat fairly well, Stifl, 1 find
there has been a marked discrepancy in the
retnrns.  Of course that might be explained
by the natural increage.  Only the other
day T sceured from the Minister a return
showing the number of bags reccived ut
ench siding amd the number of bags re-
lurned to the pool from cach siding, over
the past two years. 1 find that in 101819,
the agent received 4,363 bags more than
were returned to the pool, or to the Wheat
Board.

Mr., Picsae: In other words, wheaf lost.

Hon. W. . ANGWIN: I am not going to
say that. Tn 1919-20 there were 6,339 bags
fewer delivered te the pool than were rve-
ceived by the agent from the farmer, Of
course there mav be some satisfactory ex-
planation for this discrepancy, They might
point to unecessary reconditioning.  Srill,
lonk at the large number of hags,

The Minister for Agrieulture: Yoo cannot
be sure that the tallving was aecurate.

ITon, W, C. ANGWIN: T am certain that
it is not alwavs accurate. We have had
numhbers of instances of proved inaccuracy
in the tallving, as the agents senf more
bags to the pool fhan they reeeived from
some sidings. But surely, a little inacenraey
in tallving would not aceonnt for so large

That is on the commercial

a number of bhags. I notiee that Iast
vear the price fixed for shortages was
105, Gd. per hushel.  Soppose we assess
the wvalue of the under  ¢nn-

shortage
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sideration at 6s.
mean i loss to

per bushel ; it would
the farmer of £3,223,
There should be some explanation of (his
matter. The Minister gaid the work had heen
done satisfactorily by those who hnd ae-
quired the wheat. [f so, why is there such a
big discrepancy between the number of bags
handed in by the farmers to the agent and
the number hamded in by the agent to the
pool? I could quite understand there being a
diserepancy of 1,004 or 2,000 bags, bhut when
it mounts up to hetween 6,000 and 7,000
bags, a very large gquantity is involved, and
some explanation should eertainty be forth-
eoming, It is almost impossible to find out
who is responsible for this, There is what
we term the natural inerense.  The wheat is
returned to the board by the bushel and the
natwrit] increase goes to the pool. In 191316
the agents, who were not millers, returned
semewhere abont FLOOO o 80,000 lushels
more wheat than they received.  This was
supposed to be the natural increase. When
we have such a shortage as 1 have referred
to. the natural increasr makes up the de-
ficieney.,  The agents will not pay for the
rhortige, Dbecause the vatural incerease, of
whick the farmers should receive the henefit,
is set against it, and thus a loss is inenrred
to the farmers. TE they reecived all the
natural increase, there wonld be a eon.
siderable difference in the quantity of wheat
and a considerable difference in the returns
to the farmer. This being so, is it any
wonder that we have to pay such & high priee
for wheat! We cannot expect the farmer to
stand the loss; and vet someone has to hear
it. The farmers are entitled to the retwen,
and yet they do not get it. No doubt the
priee has heen inereased to make up for the
deficieney.  The Minister the other night
stated that the Fremantle Tlarbour Trust had
received for storage £130,000,

The Minister for Agriculture: That is for
the siorage and handling.

Hon. W. €. AXNGWIXN: The total
amount received by the Fremantle Tlarbour
Trust for all goods amounted to £56,163.
During the years from the 1st Taly, 1916, to
the 30th Tune, 1921, the Fremantle Harbour
Frust received £26,223 for the storage of
wheat, 1 mention this in order that the far-
mers may not conclude that the Fremantle
Varbour Trost received £130,000 for the
storage of wheat when they received only
£26.000,

Mr. Stabbs: What de they do for that,
provide the ground?

Hon. W. . ANGWIN: And the sheds.
This amount represents storage charges, T
think the Freomantle Harbour Trust for two
vears were charging too muel, but at the
sane time there is a big difference hetween
£130,000 and £26,000. T hope that in Com-
mittee members will assist me to amend the
Bill in the direetion of making the wheal
hoard the aequiring ageuts. This will make
no dlifference to thoge people whoe handle the
wheat in the country, The smali co-opera-
tive societics in the country, if they so desire,

the accountant mnst get his money, a
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«an handle the wheat at the sitdings just ns
they do now, They will receive for this work
the payment provided for in this meuasure;
there will be no difference. [ do not think
the pool will cut down the people who handle
the wheat in the country to do the work for a
lower price than they as agents are allowed
for it.  We know from the inguiry which was
Iield that this was done in the past., The
Westralian Farmers Ltd, in 1917-18 were
getting o half-penny a bushel for protecting
the wheat with roofing, cte, on sites re-
quested by the Minister, and they et the

work to the co-operative socicties in  tho
couniry for g farthing o hoghel.  lnstances

were quoted fo show that it cost 2s to s
1er hundved higs more to Jdo the work of
luvdiing the wheat than the men actually
ereaped on the work were petting.

AMr. Pickering: They are getting ouly n
halfpenny now.

Hon, W, (' ANGWIN: Is the hon, wember
aware that during the frst vear il was
paid for roofing and stacking, and the Wes-
tralinn Farmers Ltd. were paid three-cighths
af u pepny more than that. My proposal wil
not atfect the small peaple in the country
who huandle the wheat; they coulit handle it
for the board exactly as they hawmlle it T'or
the Westralinn Farmers Ltd., but it will
affect the pool to the eoxtent of £153,000.
This saving ean be effected by cutting out
the dual managetment. Tf we do not amend
the Bill in this diregtion, we will be throwing
awav €£15.000 so far as the pool is concerned.

Mr. Pickering: it goes back to the farmer
ayain,

Tlon. W, (. ANGWIN: Tt docs not.

ton. I*. Colller: Tt helps the company fo
keep afloat,

Hon. W. ¢, ANGWIN: If there is o profit,
a fraction of it might go hack to the
farmer, but the wmanager must get  his -
money, the seeretary must get his money,
nd the
inspector must get his momey.  All these
are oflicers who are not required. 1 hope
that in Committee members will nssist me
to prevent the Minister from entering into
this agreement with the Westralinn Tarmers
Ltd,, and to provide for the hboard te fnke the
resp onsibilities and be the acquiring agents
as well as the selling agents.

Mr. Vickering: Do you know that the co-
operative societies are earryving out their
erganisation?

Hon. W. (. ANGWIN: T do not intend
to interfere with that at all. My proposal
will not make agy difference fo them, T am
ohjecting to this expenditure for dual man-
agement in the city of Terth. We have our
manager and we have all the staff, and why
shoull we employ an cutside body?

Hon, P. Collier. The co-nperative societies
could act directly on behalf of the State.

Hon, W, (. ANGWIN: Yos, on exactly the
same conditions as are laid down in the Bill
Trstead of AMr. Murray, the manager of the
Westralian TFarmers Lid. entering into an
agreement with the co-operative societics for
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carrying out the work at the priee set out
in the wmeasure or 2 fraction less, the wheat
boarl ¢an make an agreement with the co-
operative societies. The tactics of the Wes-
tralian Tarmers Ltd. in the past have heen to
get the agents in the country to do the work
for less than the Westralian Farmers Lid.
received for it,

Mr. Pickering: Not so now.

Hon. W, ¢, ANGWIN: In the past it was
sn.  Why could not Mr. Keys, the manager of
the wheat board, arrange with the co-oper-
ative societics to do the work at the price set
down in the Bill? Wiy do we want to
employ other people to du this for us?

The Minister for for Agriculture: Tt would
mgtke more work in the office,

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: Yes, but evén
allowiny for that, it would still be possible
for the board to make a profit of £15,000 on
a 10 million tunshel erop.  Extra office assist-
ance has been allowed for in the figures I
liave quoted.

My, Pickering: ‘The Westralinn Farmers
Ltd. have done the work very efficiently,

Hon. ¥, Collier: That is not the point.

Hon. W. ¢, ANGWIN: T do not know the
wheat buyers aml personally T do not eare a
suap of the fingers for them, but I waut to
point out agnin, as T have done for a year
or two past, that the Government of Western
Australia have arted unfairly and unjuscly to
the wheat boyers. T maintain that once a
party enters into an honourable agreement
with another party, especially if the ofher
partr be the Government of the State, the
Govermnent are in honour bound to carry out
their agreemeat.  Even if it resulted in a
less, the Governmoent should earry out their
agrectent.  When the wheat pool was formed,
a definite promise was given to the wheat
growers of Australin that, if they would give
the ecuntry the benefit of their speeial know-
ledge regarding the wheat business to faeili-
tate the formation of a wheat pool, then as
soon as the war was over they would be able
to take up their business again as they-had
left it. That promise was given definitely,
clearly and distinetly by the Prime Minister
of Australia, and every State in Awustralia
has kept the promise with the exeeption of
Woestern Australia,

Mr. Pickering: Tt is said that the wheat
buyers are not prepared to carry on in West-
ern Avstralia.

Hon. W, G, ANGWIN: No; they know it
would be useless to do so.

Hon. P. Collier: Who saidl that?

Mr. Pickering: Tt is common rumour.

Hon. W. G, ANGWIN: TFf the Minister
woulil frankly tell us the position, he wonld
say that owing to this country having on its
books 3,000 farmers under the Industries
Agsistance Board, the Government dare not
do it. T admit that it wonld he folly to advo-
cate such a course this year. However, when
there is a chanee of saving £15.000 by makin -
the board the acquiring agents, we should
evert every effort to save that sum of money.

[ASSEMBLY.]

[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.]

Mr. RICHARDSOX (Subiaco) [8.26]: I
am pleasel that the Government have intro-
duced this measure to provide for a wheat
pool in Western Australia.  Until quite re-
contly it appeared that the farmers would be
thrown on their own resonrces amd probably
wourld lose a very great deal becaunse of the
wheat iyers not being prepared to come
here auad operate as in the past. Tf this
matter hadd been left open, | do not think
for one moment that the wheat buyers would
hiave Tailed to come to Western Australin,
1 honestly believe that there are a swflicient
number of wheat buyers who would be able
to finance the whele of the wheat buying for
the fortheoming barvest. [ am in favour of
a State wheat pool for the simple reason that
tt will be of great assistance -to our farmers.
It we hadd wheat buyers operatine here, in afl
probability {here would be a eombination of
some deseription working to the defriment of
the farmers. 1 regret sincerely that the Com-
monwealth and State Governments were not
alle ta ¢ontinne the Awstralian pool. I can
Gifte aprreeiate the stand faken hy the Fed-
eral Government, beeause it would have heen
alinost impossible for them to finimee a pool
wn long as ene of the States stood out. At
preseut there appears to be no nossibility of
RBouth Avsiralia eoming in.  Therefere, we
have to rely upon our own resources aml to
give orr farmers a guarantee. The favmers of
Western Australin must realise that we pro-
rose to give a very hig guarantce on their
5 hindf, amd that we are aceepting very great

. resvopsibilities by establishing a State wheat

pool.  If we mayv rely apon the estimate
given of next year’s export figures, the wheat
yool will probably mean a willion of money
te the farmers of Western Australin. In
Western Australia the consumption of wheat,
according to  the DMinister’s figures, is
about 1,800,000 bushels per annum, and
we are likely by reason of instituting this
wheat pool, to secure an advanee of Is.
1 believe we  shall secure an  all-round
advance of 2.7 Tt is quite evident that if
private wheat buyers had operated during
the forthcoming season, the lack of ship-
ping woulid probably have led them to sell
qunickly, and the farmers would have had to
accept a lower price than is likely to be ob-
tained by having a whent pool in this State.
In all probability throughout the forthcoming
wheat season this will mean from ls. Gd. to
2s. a bushel all round on the farmers' cx-
ported product. Working on these figures 1
think we shall find that this will represent
a value of from three-quarters of 4 million to
a million pounds to the farmers. We, who
represent the consumers in the metropolitan
area, are prepared to conter into what mav be
termed co-operation with the farmers with a
view to sceuring the very best that they -can
get in the world’s market. The whole of
the people in Western Australia will be stand-
ing behind this guarantee should Parliament
decide to create the wheat pool, Whilst we
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are prepared to de this we eonsider that the
consumers shonld he stuilied to the extent of
having representation on the control hoard,
sn that they may have somc say in the priez
that is fixed for wheat for home consump-
tion. The member for Sussex pointed out
that there was o pravision in the Bill dealing
with the price of bhread and the price of
offal.  The price of these produets is, of
course, fixed by the price of wheat,  That
partienlar provisn is of no special vse to the
vomsuiners, except that it prevents the millers
from profitcering. When the Bill is in Com-
mittee, thevefore, members will have to con-
sider the advisabihty of fixing same price
for tite consumers. [*eople in the metropoli-
tan area and on the goldfelds, as well as in
other places outside the radins of wheat pro-
duction, are faeed with the difficulty that
hecause of the high cost of living certain in-
dustries are heing seriously affected.  TE we
eould place this matter elearly bhefore indi-
vidunt farmers 1 believe they would be pre-
pared to aceept a compromise so far as the
price of wheat for honwe vonsumption is eon-
cerned,  They mwust realise  that  although
peopie in the metropolitan area are not prim-
arv produecers, they arve trying to build up the
secondary industries of the State, and that
it is impossible for them to do this so long
as foodstuffs, in particular, renain at so
high a price. The man who is laving bricks
for the construction of a house for another
person who is working in some sceondlary
industry is assisting in the building up of
that secomdary industry, just ns if he himself
were interested in that undertaking.  The
same thing applies to the farmer. The man
who is laving hricks to bnild a farmer’s
house is assisting in the development .of the
farm.  Farmers shoull realise that it is to
their interests to soe that the State continoes
along sound lines. Owee they grasp that situ-
ation T think their representatives in this
Chamber will he prepared to give some con-
sideratien to the details of the Bill. T do not
propose to go over the figures whiek have al-
ready heen given.  When spenking on the
Address-in-reply 1 expressed the opinion that
a fair maximum vate for wheat for loeal
consumption would be 7s. a hushel,  The
member for Trwin  interjeeted, Make it
5s.'" He is probably one of the largest far-
merg in the House, and is prepared to acceept
5s. a. bushel as a fair priee for his wheat,

The Minister for Agrienlture: Ts he?

Mr. RICITARDSON: e suys so; it ap-
pears in ‘‘Hansaml.’’

Hon. P. Collier: H™e is a new kind of far-
mer in the House,

Mr. RICHARDSON: T fake it the hon.
member is an honest farmer,  Tis interjee-
tion siruck me as a peculiar one, and he re-
iterated it when T questioned him.

Hon, P. Collier: He is a rave specimen.

Mr. RICHARDSON: [ am pleased to finid
a rare specimen of that sert now and neain.
He evidently kuew what he was talking
about. We are prepared to fix the maximum
price of 7s. for wheat for home consnmp-
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tion, and from the interjection of the hon.
member I should say that we were offering
something that was more than genrrous.

Fhe Minister for Agriculture: Did he waat
vou to offer that price for a period of vears?

Hon, P. Collier:  Flhere were no eonditions
attached.

Mr., RICHARDSOXN: He
pevind of five vears,

Hon. P. Collier: We will guarantee that
for home consnmption for five veurs,

Mr. Mann: T will take it,

mentianed @

My, RICHARDRON: We are toking on a
very  big responsibility  in eveating  thiy

wheat pool.  Tn the past it has been an casy
matter for the wheat pools to ecarry out
their funetions, for the reason that during
the past four or five vears there has boen a
vising market for wheat, To-day, however,
we have to be careful. We must see that
every opportunity is taken to cover ouv-
gelves in every respect when dealing with
this question, The representatives of the
farmers in this Chamber are constautly re-
ferving to the probability of a reduction in
the price of wheat, and they use that argu-
ment against ours that there shoull he a
fixed price for n certain perind.  Theyv say
there is no necessity for ns to agitate for
the fixing of the price of whent for our own
use. [f that is so those who are contralling
the wheat pool in this State will have to be
very much alive so that rney may get the
best possible price for their wheat. T[f the
price of whent is likely to come down T see
no reason why those who afe appesing the
fixing of the price now should not he pre-
pared to join with us. T support the sceonid
reading, and trust that the Bill will emerge
from Committee in a form that will bhe fair
to all caneerned.

Me. MeCALLUM  (South  Fremantle)
[SA40]: T am satisfied that just.as the farm-
ers opposed the wheat pool when it was
mtroduced, aml went so fur as to appeal to
their supporters to come out with their guns
anill prateet their wheat stocks nepinet the
proposals of the Labour Party«td estaldlish
the pool, it will not be lony before they will
be opposing the polisy which i< nowe heing
emuneiated for & world’s parity, aml will
swing round to the paliey put forward hy
the Leader of the Opposition, anl will ask
for that which the Labour Tarty is uow
offering. Tt has bheen shown during the
trving periel of the war and during the
periods of distress suffered by our primary
industries, that the only sound policy for
primary producers was that laid doswn be
the Labour movement, That is the position
to-day., The farmers are frying for world’s
parity. TLet them have world’s parity on
triel, hut when wvorld’s parity reoresents a
price of wheat that will not pay them. and
they ask that our policy should be hrought
into foree, if T can use anv influence in the
Lahour movement. they shall not have it.
They are nol going te have world’s parity
hoth ways., They are not going to say that
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whilst the world’s parity is bigh theyv shall
be given liberty to fleece the people by
clitrging  an  exorbitant  figure for their
whent, sind wlien the wheat in the world’s
market falls below a paying proposition, ask
the people to make wup the difference for
thoem, To-day {hey refuse to allow the
people to get wheat at u reasonable figure,
and vet they ask thut they shall be guaran-
teed o price that will ensure for them a
substantial prefit. 1f T can prevent it they
will not extort from the people a higher
price than they could get from the world s
market, should the world ‘s parity full be-
low its present letel,

Alr. llickmott: Have
tried to do that?

My, MeCALLUM: They have been doing
it for the past 12 months, Has there been
any warrant for the people paying 9s. a
bushel for wheat for local consumption, nn:
for paving sueh a high price for bread!?

Hon. W. ‘. Apgwin: The hon. memher
was in favour of a low price when there was
a drovght.

My, MeCATLLTUM: The hon. member has
admitted that the price was too high, and
that {he people had to pay more for their
wheat than they should have heen asked to
do. If it had not been for the drought that
is now covering Burope, and for the drought
that has swept over the face of Russiu.

the farmers ever

wheat throughout the world would have
heen down to between 4s, and 4s. 64, o
bushel. Tt is only the drought in the older

parts of the world that haos kept up the
price of wheat. The latest information is
that there will be n surplus ontput even this
season, notwithstianding that there has been
a  shortage n  Furope., Tt has been
sannounced in France that it will net be
necessary to import any wheat this season
into that country. This cirenmstance is
unique in French history. There is every
reagon to expect that the world’s market
will he supplied at a reasonabie figure,

and that- next wvear there will be a
glut in the market if  there is  any-
thing ,like a decent seuson in  Furope,

When it comes to that, onless the cost of
production in this State is materially reduced,
we shall find our wheat an unpayable propos-
tion. Then where will the farmer stand with
his ery for world’s parity! He will then he
coming around to ask for something similar to
what the Labeur Purty are offering him now,
The wheat growers were coming out with guns
to protect their wheat against the pool when
the pool was first suggested.  Now they de-
clare that the peol is the only thing that
can save them.  As surely os the san rises
in the morning, the wheat growers will be
asking for the Labour policy before many
vears have passed.  While demanding world’s
parity for their produet, they deny worldl’s
parity to almost every other produet of this
country, ineluding sneh products as are neces-
gary for the handling and sale of wheat. With-
ont coal, for instance, wheat here would not
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e worth twopenee per hushel.  But will the
farmers of this State apree to pay world's
parity for coal? Only last wmonth | snw that
coal in Etaly was bringing £26 per ton. What
if tiee Collic miners asked €26 per ten for
their coal? What would it then cost to bring
our farmers' wheat to market? There is no
lagical argument why the man produecing
wheuat should not undergo the same close and
Ineilinting  seruting relative to his cost of
nrodvetion as is imposed on the man pro-
ducing boots, or producing furniture, or pro-
ducing timber, or producing iron *and engin-
eoring requirements.  And all this elnss in-
torest comes from a party who declayve that
they are the only Natiounl Party, the only
party with nation-wide ideals. In Queens-

Tand the Country Party  dink  up  with
thy  ‘l'ories in  order to defent the La-
betr Party, and in Vietortn  they  Tink
upr with  the Lalbour Party in order 1o
defeat  the Tories. [In  this State they
support a hybrid Govermment, Al that

is done on broad national ¢questions affeeting

Auvstralin from one cml to the other! The
Country  Party will  link  up with  any
party, provided they  can conserve their
owil | efty  personal  interests,  That hag
heen  their tine of wconduct  ever sinee
thexy  have appeare:d] as a  party in the
political  life of this country. After all
the  people of  this  State  lave  done

for the wheat growers, whe sail under false
colours, who call themselves primary  pro-
ducers while they represent only one small
section of the primary producers——

Mr. Pickering: Oh no!

The Minister for Mines: Nonsense!
ahout the bullocks in the North-West?

Mr, MeCALLUM: The State has saved the
wheat growing industry “by Dbaecking it in a
huadred aml one different wavs. The Minis-
ter pointed out that the Fremantle Harbour
Trust had collected cortain sems of money
for storage of wheat.  On the otlher hand,
overy other imdustry in this conntry has to
pay for the passage of its products over the
Fremantle whart, Timber has to pay -up to
2s. per ton.  But hundreds of thousands of
tons of wheat have gone over the Fremantle

What

wharf without paxing one pemny-picee in
wharfage rates to the Fremantle Harbour
Trust. The wheat growers get subsidies in

the form of cheap water supply, reduced
railway rates, and cheap loans, The money
nf the people, the money of the workers, who
eannot Dorrow their own money from the
Raving: Bank in order to sct up in business
or hwild hommes for themselves, has gone to
maintain the wheat growing industry. And
after all this, after all the people of Western
Australia have Jdone for them, the wheat
growers of this State now declare that our
people must pay no matter what figure may
be asked for wheat in starving Europe. Will
the English workers allow their savings to
be put into the Savings Bank here to he lent
out at fow interest in order to finance the
farmers of Western Australin? No. But the
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workers of Western Australia have allowed
that to be done, and yet the Earmers ofe West-
ern Mushrabia charge those workers 9s. per
bushel for wheat, while the same wheat is
being sold to niggers and Chinamen for 7s.
per bushel.  In Tasmania the price for local
consumption has recently been reduced to 7=
1d.. permitting of i reduction of 1. in the
price of the loaf of bread. Why is no relief
at all to be given to the masses of the people
in this State!? I would like the Minister to
tell me kow he expects to get through with a
pool in this State while South Australin and
Victorin will have, to a certain extent, an
open market, and without legal means avail-
able to this Parliament to prevent South Aus-
tralian aml Vietorian wheat buyers from trad-
ing in wheat here?

The Minister for Mines: Yon are arguing
against vourself now. You would not ask for
Tasmanian parity for anything that you want
for the workers.

Mr, McUALLUM: Noj; but T say that the
whole husiness of fixing prices on the basis
of any parity is wrong. TBut how does the
Minister cxpect to get through with his pool
so long as South Australian and Vietorian
wheat acquiring agents are entitled to come
here amd operate, hy virtue of the Interstate
free trade provision in the Tederal compact,
with which this Parliament eanuot interfere?

The Minister for Agrieulture: Oh, yes!

Mr, MeCALT.UM: No.  That point was
tested when Queensland tried to prevent eattle
going down to New Sonth Wales and South
Australia. .

The Minister for Agriculture: That State
did prevent it

Mr. MeCALLTM: Only by getting the Im-
perial Government to take charge of the whole
of the cattle supplies of Qucensland.

The Minister for Agriculture: No. It was
due to South Australia prohibiting the move-
ment of the cattle 1s soon as they came with-
in the horders of that State.

Mr. MeCALLUM: South Australia wanted
the eattle. Tt was Queensland that entered
into a contract with the Tmperial Government
to take over the whole of its meat supplies.
1 repeat. no action of this Parliament can
prevent Routh Australian and Vietorian azents
from coming here and operating in competi-
tion with the SBtate wheat pool. Notwithstand-
ing the hendred and one different ways in
whicl the people of this State have for years
subsilised and are now subsidising the wheat
growing indostry, the veople are apparently
to reccive no eonzilleration whatever from the
wheat growers. The wheat growers are living

nn the peonle’s money: they eould never
have lived but for the finaneial back-
ing they have received from the people
of this country, Nevertheless the
farmers say, ‘Tt is our wheat; we have

producedd it: it is the product of our labour:
we are entitled to dispose of it as we please.””’
Surely the people are entitled to reply to the
wheat-growers, ‘‘Stand on your own feet,
then. Tt you say that the markets of the

world are open to you for the disposal of
your wheat, and if you demand the hest price
offcring in the worlil for your wheat, then
cease preying on the people’s finances.”’
Ilowever, the wheat-growers know that their
industry ecould not have lasted for a week
had it not been tor the substantial backing
it regeived from the finances of the people of
this country. In the face of that knowledge,
tlis is the gratitude that the wheat-growers
show to the people of Western Australiat I
say, if the farmers ery for world’s parity,
le= them have it. They will he very sorry for
it before long,  When worlid's partty falls to
an unpayable figure, then they will come
along erving for something else,

The Minister for Agricvlture: [Have the
Farmers ever eried to you for anxthing yet?

Mr. McCALLUM: Yes. They are never
done eryving, No other industry in this coun-
try has received anything like the financial
assistance granted to the farming industry.
I an not saying that the policy of assisting
the farming industry is a bad policy. But 1
am protesting against the ingratitude of the
farmers after all that has been done for them,
[s there no gratitude whatever in them?! Are
the people of this State to be treated worse
than the miggers and hrown and yellow folk
in India and the Far last? Surely our own
people are entitled to some little cowsidera-
tion fromm our wheat-growers.

Hon, P. Collier: They will get it before
this Bill goes through,- '

Mr. MeCALLUM: [n this Bill the Minister
makes provisien for the appointment of the
Woestralian Farmers Litd. as wheat-acquiring
agents. T ask, what will happen if the firm
are unable te carry out their obligations?

AMr. O'Loghien: Suppose they should be-
came insolvent?

Mr, MeCALLUM: Ves; what would hap-
pen then? Such things have been known to
oceur.  Firms have previously got into finan-
cial diNicultics. :

Mr, Pickering: You come to the finaneial
assistance of the firm then.

Mr. MeCALLUM: Yes. The desire is that
the Government should finance the Westralinn
Farmers in the same way as they have financed
the wheat-growers.

The Minister for Mines: The hon. member
interjecting is only nn Honorary Minister, and
bis utterances do not bimd the Ministry.

Ar. MeCALLTUM: Althongh the voice is
the voice of Tacob, we know whose is the
hand. YWe¢ know what request will come later.
How wilt the Government act if the Westra-
lian Farmers Ttd. eannot carry on? Why set
out the name of that firm in this Bil! Tn
former vears other agents aeted as well, yet
the Westralinn Farmers Ltd, have heen speci-
fieally mentioned for some few vears back.
What will happen if they eannot carey on?

The Minister for Agricultore: What would
happen if the Government could not ecarry
on!.

Mr. MeUALLTUM:
of that.

There is not much fear
On the other hand, there may be
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fears that the Westralinn Farmers Ltd. will
not, be able to carry on.  Defere 1 will agree
to the name of that fivw being included in the
Bill, I want to see some provision made so
that the firtn will pay the wages of the men
who are deine the job, and, further, that
they will pay the ruling rate for the dis-
triet. The firm weve paying 16s. to Inmpers
when 18s. was the rate; they paid 2s. 6.
less in inany places than was the ruling rate.

In some cases the men are not yet paid. The
men cannot get their wages.
The Minister for Apgriculture: That ean-

not be so, surely?

Hou. . Cellier: The sub-contractors have
not paid those wages.

Mr. MeCALLUM:  That is the position.
There has been so much subletting and sub-
contracting going on hefore it becomes a
mutter of the employment of wages men that
if. the person hecomes hankrupt ar clears out,
the workers engauged by soeh an individual
have no chanee of redress.  Protection should
Le afforded to the men whe nre doing the
work, Provision should he made to cnsure
that other industries are not penalised on
account of the strong hold the wheat-growers
have upon the political arena. Tt has been
stated to-night that the people in the metro-
pelitan area are not primary prodocers, There
are many in wy district who have suffered
considerably through the high price of wheat.

Capt, Carter: The same applies all over
the metropolitan area.-

My, MeCALLUM:  The high priee of
wheat has practicallv wiped ont the poultry
industry that the Premier was so anxious
to build up. The State encourazed that in-
dustry, vet it has now heen penalised. 1
know one strect alone where there were
35,000 head of poultrv and wheore there are
now less than 3,000 head.

tHon. P. Collier: Theyx killed the egg-laving
competition nt Subiaco.

« Mr. MeCALLTM:  The dairving industry
has suffered. and so it goes on regarding
other industries as well. The bacon-curing
indvstry was estahlished at Bellevae and that
concern is in a rather precarions way. On
hiehalf of that firm, it has been given out
pretty definitely that wnless there is some re-
lief affordel in the dircetion of cheaper food
for pigs, they will not be able to earey on the
industry. It will he a bad look out for the
State if industry after industry that depends
upon the price of offal, has to go hy the
hoard on aceount of the high price fixed
for wheat. 1 do not propose to ietain the
Housge anv farther hevond to cmphasise that
fcatire, | have given eareful cousiteration to
the question of whether we should not put
up o fight to have the policy of the Lahour
Tarty embodied in the Bill. As the farmers
have pnt forth such a ery for the world’s
parity, it is well for us to give them =ome of
their own medieine,

Alr. Pickering:
mers ‘‘erving’’?

Mr, MeCALLUM:
eeased crving for a long time past.

Why insist on the far-
The farmers have not
They

“vided on

~shall attempt to wreek  the measure.
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have never yet been satisfied with what the
Govermment have given them.

My, Hickmott: Do you not think that
Western Auwstralia would do better without
the farmers at all?

Mr, MeCALLUM: I do not.
my position quite clear.

Mr. Pickering: You have made your posi-
tion clear as a vicious opponent of the
agriculfurists.

My, MeCALLUM: T am a typical op-
ponent of any se¢tion of the eommunity who,
huving received assistance from the State,
endeavour te treat the people worse than any
toreigners in the world. I will not submit
to any such kind of treatment. Teople who
have paid the penalty by paying a high priee
for the wheat are entitled to consideration
aud unless that consideration is  extended,
sooner or later, a firm stand must be taken
on the matter, It is just as well te make
this perfoctly clear now. Let the farnors
have their workdl’s parity! Lot tiiem have
their fixed prices!  Let thein have their
worlil’s parity whether the price he high or
tow. "The farmers must not ask for worid’s
parity when it 4s high and then come crying

I have made

for something else  when it is  low,
Mr. MULLANY (Menzies) [9.6]: 1 sup-
port the secoml reading of this Byl With

ofher members who have spoken, [ regret the
fucr that the Federal Government bhave de-
this occasion not to continee the
wheat poeol throughout Austealin,  Howoever,
in the end, perhaps it will do no harm to
Western Australia, isolated as it is, to under-
take the carrying out of its own whent pool.
I bhelieve the wheat pool is necessary, and 1
trust something will he done to conserve the
intcrests of the consnmers as well as the
wlheat producers.  © believe it is in the in-
terests of the whole eommunity that the
wheat pool should be established. T do not
intend to take un the attitnde that if T can-
nat geet exaetly what | think should he in-
elidded in the Bilk when in Committee, T
The
cantinuanee of the pool s necessary, The dis-
vussion bas eentred on the poing whether
worlil’s paritv ur the priee of wheat in Ton-
don. less shipping and other charges in-
curred in sending the wheat overseas, is @
Tair Dbasis upon which te fix the price of
wheat in Western Australin for loeal con-
simption,  The member for South Fremantle
(Mr. MeCallom) has heen very definite in his
pronouncement of the Lahour peliey on the
peint.  This aspeet has been considere | oa
many necasions during reeent years.  Mem-
here of this Parlinment who were present
Iast ssion will remember that on my motion.
the Assembly agreed to a resolution embody-
ity every point which the Teader of the Op-
position, and the member for Sonth  Fre-
wantle, have fouched upon to-night. That
motion was to the effeet that, in the opinion
of this House, the practice of taking world’s
parity as a basis fer fixing the priee for
eommodities produeed and consnmed in West-
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-ern Australia, was unsound. The resolution
was caurried and stands on record to-day.
During the eourse of the discussion when it
was stated that the high price of wheat and
other foodstuffs had adversely affected the
gold mining and other industries, the retort
was made, ‘‘Look at the price you are got-
ting for your geld.’’ During his specch on the
Address-in-reply, the Minister for Mines
clearly showed the House what the position
was regarding gold. Tt is a faet that gold
brings from £5 to £6 an ounce in the mar-
kets of the world. The latest quotation [
saw pave the price at £5 10s., which is ecer-
tainly something like 30s. above pre-war
prices. Tt showll be understood, particularly
by the wheat-growers, that when 1 say that
the Gold Producers’ Association are getting
£5 10s. per ounce for the gold, it dees not
mean that the gold producers are getting
that for the whele of their produet. The
association represent really a gold pool ear-
ried on with the sanction of the Federal Gov-
ernment,  The association control the ex-
port of guld from Austratia and no private
individual is allowed to take gold out of the
Commonwealth  to-day. While the Federal
Government give that power to the nssocin-
tion, they do not permit them to cxport the
whole of the gold produced in Australin. The
PFederal Goverument insist upon  keeping
within Australin such a quantity of wold as
they deem necessary to stabilise the finances
of the Commonwealth as far ag they. ean.
That means that those engaged in the gold
mining industry are being forced to give to
the Cemwmenwealth Goverument se mueh of
their gold product as is deemed neceessary, at
the pre-wiar price of £3 18s. per ounce or,
ronghly £+ Ou- the other hand, thex wet
a5 mueh as they can for their exportable sur-
plus.

Hon. P. Collicr: They are selling gold
to-day for 30s. less than they could procure
in the world’s markets.

Mr. MULLANY: That is so. That is ex-
actly what T and other members are asking
the representatives of the wheat-growers to
do.  When the State comes to the assistance
of the wheat-growers in the formation of
this pool, we should ask them to place them-
selves in the same position as the gold min-
ing industry to-day., The gold mining in-
dustry has heen in that position for the past
three or four vears. Tt is a practieal, sane
and  fair proposition te place before the
wheat-growers.  When the question is raised
as to whether world’s parity is a fair hasis,
it is well to look into that subject and en-
deavour to discover what are the repsona
for the abunormal prices to-day.-

My, Hickmott: Not only regarding wheat
but ather commodities as well.

Mr. MULLANY: That is so. In speak-
ing npon this question last session and again
this session, [ approved of the prineciple of a
rool in order that the community should get
‘their ecommodities at a fair price and T held
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that it should apply uot only te wheat but to
other products. However, we are dealing
with wheat. Why is the position abnormal¥
It is beeause there have been droughts and
failures in other wheat producing countries.
TRussia, which in pre-war times was a pgreat
wheat exporting country, has not done as we
in Western Australia; Russia has not settled
down to mormal conditions sinee the great
war was conclnded. Nembers of the Farm-
crs’ and Settlers’ Association and members
silting on the cross-henches in this Chamber

have mentioned RBolshevism frem time to
time. When they say that Bolsheviks have
control in Russia they apparently have a

- dread that something of the sort will follow

in Australia. While they take the stand that
they should cndeavour to extract the last
fraction of a penny for their wheat, thev are
only too glad for the Bolshevik contrel to
continue in Russia so that they ean continune
to receive a high price for their wheat. T ask
those representing the wheat-growers, is it
fair to us in Western Australia, who did per-
haps as much as amy other portion of the
Empire to hold up our cend in the war, that
we should be penalised in the price of neces-
sary commodities mercly because Russia has
not got hack to the exportation of wheat?
Members of the Country Party will realise
that it is not fair. Something has heen said
of the resnlt on other industries of high
prices charged for Yarious commodities. No
doubt the high price of wheat has been a
hig faector in the closing down of some of
our mines. There is no chance for the gold
mining industry to get back to its former
activity while these extremely high prices
continue. If we are to re-open some of our
mines, we must endeavour to 'rcturn to nor-
mal. While T am not ygoing to stress what
the goldfields have daonce for this State, or
what the people of the State have donc for
the farmers, T again ask the representatives
of the wheat-growing industry, the wmost
prosperous industry in the State to-day. is it
fair that they should hold out for the last
fraction of world's parity when by so doing
they are erippling other industries? T trust
that in Comumittee there will be made certain
amendments satisfactory to all concerned.
We require the wheat pool, but it is not fair
that the econsumer should Dbe altogether
neglected while the State takes all the visk
and thus provides an cnhanced return for the
wheat-grower.

Captain CARTER (Leederville) [9.18]:
As a metropolitan member who is
represcnting a
producers, | am interested in the Bill, In
the first place T am interested on behalf of
9,000 odd electors who are scriously affected
by the price of the loaf. T am also inter-
esled as representing dairy farmers, poultry
raisers and other primary prodocers in my
electorate who have been seriounsly affected
by the price of offal. I do not believe in
compulsory pooling. Still T agree that a
pool is neeessary. I will not oppose the

also.
large number of primary |
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compulsery system, tor [ believe it to be
inevitable this year, But the svstem js so
open to anomalies that very eareful con-
sileration requires to be given to every pro-
vision in the Bill. 1 have heard much with
which I agree ia speeehes from both sides
of the House. [ hope the Bill will he so
frameld—it needs amendment in several
respects—as to grive equal consideration te
all parties intcrested. Broadly speaking.
the pool was of incalenlable benefit to the
farmer during the war, and more or less so
te the general community. 1t proved its
neeessity during the unprecedented emerg-
envies of the war period. 1 favour its con-
tinuance this year because the remaining
influences of war conditions are still with
us. The Bill is very arbitrary. There are
in it clauses which conflict with my judg-
ment in many ways. 1 have never yet been
satisfied that the whole of the farmers
desive 2 continnance of the compulsory
pool; indecd T have it on the best anthority
that there are whele distriets which do not
favour such continuancc.

AMr. Piesse: A good many did not favour
the Jast pool.

Capt. CARTER: That bears out what [
an about to say, This is rorcing upon friven
people, free-born Australians, certain en-
cumbrances, eertain impositions which I do
not tike. On the other hand, it is for the
greatest good of the greatest number, and
therefore I favour a continuance of the
pool.  Rut the Rill should give the utmost
consideration to the lecal consumer. Tn the
main we have been treated fairiy well in
the matter of prices, although not so well
as we might have been. Prohibitive prices
have obtained in respect of by-products. So
muel has this operated in my district that it
has practically wiped out big indostries.
The member for Sonth Fremantle (Mr, Me-
Cullum) complained that in his clectorate
an industry which maintained 33,000 head
of poultry has practically perished. The
same thing has happened in my distriet and
others in the metropolitan area. 8o, too, in
respect of dairy lerds. MMy electorate pro-
tuees  approximately 8¢ per cent. of the
milk econsumed in the metropolitan area,
and therefore has every right to be con-
sidered in the fixing of the prive of offal.
That industry has been very  seriously
hampered by the prices charged for bran
and pollard. Members of the Country Party
have vearned for a return of the good old
days, the days when private enterprige had
ity sway. when there was ecompetition in the
open market, and when the private indi-
vidual was in a position to get immediate
cash for his wheat. When members of the
Country Party, who are seeking the passags
of the Rill, speak lengingly of the good old
days, it is not hard te understand their
motive, They know that were the position
normal they would not for one moment con-
sider a vompulsory pool. Little wonder that
the operation of the Bill is to be restricted
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to one vear. Those members who yearn for
a return of the good old days will see to it
that the pool is not continued one dax
longer than is necessarv. In the Aect is a
section which provides that at the disere-
tion of the Minister sccond-grade wheat
may be sold to various industries requiring
it. ["nder the past wlministration that pro-
vigion did@ not work very satisfaetorily. 1In
my electorate it was practically impossible
to buy pouliry wheat at any figure much
helow the ruling price vor fa.q. One of the
biggest farmers in the Dowerin district has
told me crat he railed to PPerth a consign-
ment of wreat very much below fa.q. and
fully expecied that, nnder the section [
have referred to, he would be able to get
cush for his wheat in the open market at
the railway vard. But, to his surprise, the
wheat was diverted and pooled, with the
result that he did not get cash for it, anAd
the poultry farmers of the wmetropolitan
arex were not ab’e to secure it. He has
assured me that it was not fit for milling,
and should not have gone into the pool.
That sort of thing operites seriously against
the metropolitan area and the people in
the industries concerned. Tt is interesting
to note the de-control which has tuken place
in the T'nited Kingdom and all over the
Continent. The Bill is bhut a temporary
measure, and T Lelieve that as soon as ever
the conditions are favourable we shall re-
tarn  to what at least one member has
deseribed as the good old days. [But in the
meantime we should look for every means
of cconomy. I agree with the member for
North-East Fremantle (Hon, W. (", Angwin;
that there should be no duplication nof man-
agement and administration, of which we
have had so many instanees in the past.
From the leader of the Government te the
newest member, there have becn constant
eries for economy. We should go further
and scize cevery apportunitsy  for  the
practive of economy. In the administra-

tion of the wheat, and in its distribu-
tion for loenl comsumption, every cffort
should be wade to effeet  economy.

I favour the Bill for the simple reason that
1 believe it is a neeessary evil.  Unfortun-
afely it is foreed upon us by the conditions
now prevatling, If this administration is to
handle the exportation of wheat and the
chartering of ships’ Dbottoms, 1 trust that we
shall not lhave such a spevtacle as we have
had when, under the Federal arrangement na
million tons of ships’ bottoms was chartered
in Oetober at 1335, a ton and were heing
loaded o menth of two ago nlongside of ships
which were filling at 30s. a2 ton. These faets
stand; they have mnever heen contradicted
sinee | quoted them in my speech on the
Mdress-in-reply and T take it they must be
correet. T believe that all watehfulness amil
the greatest of care will have to he cxereised
in the administration of this mecasure swhen,
in its improved form, it is placed on the
statute-Look.
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Alr, BAMPSON (Bwan) [9.31]: The sys-
tem of pooling, T submit, calls for no defence.
Tt is very neeessary in the interests of the
farmer amd 1 venture to say that the South
Australian farmers, by a very hig majority,
mueh regret the decision in that State to
bring ahout de-control.

Hou. I, Collier: They voted for the Gov-
ernment,

My, SAMPSON:  Members  acquainted
with  the  farming  industry  will  agree
that de-control is a very bad thing for

the farmers of South Australia,
much impressed with the attitude of the
Leader of the Opposition, If the hon. mem-
ber had heen a retired farmer, be conld have
searcely presented a more contented or happy

[ have heen

dispesition in dealing with this matter. He
has  been  reasonable  in eriticising  the
Bill. 1 warmly cndorse his remarks re-

garding the mawisdom of adopting parity price
for wheat for local consnmption. That prin-
ciple is a wrong one, and it wounld cause the
Minister and  the Government generally a
great deal of diffievlty.  Tn South Australia

. there is to be no pool,-aml we may yet have
the spectacle of merchants sending their re-
presentatives here to unload wheat for West-
ern Australian consumption. Tn all these eir-
‘enmstances, I cannot help thinking that the
viewpoint of the Leader of the Opposition is
perfectly correct.  The member for Leeder-
ville (Capt. Carter) has stated that he is
“forced’™” to sit in a portion of the House
which he stutes, suggests that he is dominated
by the representatives of the farming in-
dustry.

Capt. Cartev: T am basking in the refleeted
glory.

Mr, SAMPSON: T am very glad to.lear
this later explanation of his feelings. T hope
that when the Prime Minister arrives here
shortly and realises the position, a compul-
gory pool will be established on behalf of
the Commonwealth, though T do not know
that there is very muceh probability of that
happening., Tn Western Australia the com-
nmnity must rely on its primary industries,
and any assistanee which ean be given by
means of legislation to make the lot of the
farmer stable and sceure shounld be given. T
support the second reading.

Mr., MANX (Perth) [9.35]: 1 shall sup-
port. the sceond reading of the Bill heeaunse
I think the Government fiud it necessary to
have a wheat pool in order to proteet their
seeurities under the Industries Assistance
Board. That is my principal reason for sup-
porting it. T am not so convinced that the
wheat pool will be the great blessing for the
farmers that some members suggest. If we
have a State alongside of us dealing in the
open market, T fail to see how the pool will
asstst us unless we have an overseas market.
The pool cannot create an overseas market,
and we will have to be hound by the pool,
and T am wnot sure that we shall not find
South Australia supplving our mills with
wheat in opposition to the pool as they have

S01

been supplying us with offal for some time
past. I agree with the member for North-
East Fremantle (Hon. W. €. Angwin) that
there is no reason why this measure should not |
be administered by owr own. wheat board.
Since the pool has heen in existence, T have
been in elose touch with the wheat board aad
its cxeeutive officers, amd T have heen in
touch with the officials controliing the Westra-
lian Farmers Lid. T do not see any super-
iority in the offlicials of the Westralian
Farmers Ltd.,, as against the officers of the
wheat board. On the other hand, the gentle-
men controlling the wheat board and the chief
excentive officers are in closer toueh with the
wheat operations of the world, and would be
Detter fitted than the Westralian Farmers
L., to control the pool. 1 fail to see what
supervision the Westralian Farmers Ltd,,
really  exercise because they sublet their
sidings to co-operative societies or contrac-
tors, and the co-operative societies in turn
sublet them again.

Mr, Sampson: The co-operative societics are
affilinted,

Mr. MAXNY: All the same it means two
profits. A dircetor of one of the co-operative
socictics informed me that last wvear Hhis
organisation made a profit of £1,100 on its
operations.  That society had sublet its con-
tract so that in this ense there were three
profits. I do not sce any rcason why these
profits caunet be saved to the pool

Hon. P. Collicr: But you sece the wheat-
growers get it in dividends from the West-
ralian Farmers Lid,

Mr. MANN: Tt they live tong enongh. I
have been told that the most recent balaneo
sheet of the Westralinn Farmers Litd. shows
that a profit of £26,000 was made out of the
handling of wheat last vear.

Hon. P. Collier: They had a profit on
their total operations of only £13,000, so that,
it it had not been for the wheat pool, they
would have been a good £10,000 on the wrong
side.

Mr. MANN: I have not seen the doeu-
ment, but that ig the imformation which was
given to me, and it eame from a reliable
souree.

Hon, P, Collier: 'This is the only thing
which is keeping them afloat.

Mr. MAXNN: I want to see this pool con-
ducted in the most ceonomieal way in order
that cveryone may get a fair deal,

Mr. Hickmott: The wheat has never been
handled more cheaply by any other firm.

Mr. MANN: Tt has never been denrer,
and if there was competition it might be
handled wmore cheaply. We ean save the
profit made by the Westralian Farmers Litd.
by allowing the hoard to acquire the wheat.

Mr. Pickering: You will have to inerease
the staff.

Mr. MANN: Very little.

Hon. P. Colliecr: Why is the member for
Sussex barracking for the company?

Mr., MANN: T want to see the pool con-
ducted as ceonomically as possible.  Although
T am a wheat-grower, I say there are others
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te Dbe considered apart from the wheat-
growers. I'n addition to the consumers of

bread, there are the eonsumers of offal. Un-
less some provision is made in this agree-
ment for the dairying and allied industrices,
some of them will be wiped right out of ex-
istenee. In 1918 there were 85,000 pigs in
Western Australia.  Owing to the high price
of offal, the number has diminished to 38,000,

Mr., Hickmott: Becaunse owuners  killed
them.
Mr. MANXN: For the reason that they

could not afford to pay the high prices ruling
for offal.

Hon. . Coliier:

Mr. Pickering:
their lives. .

Mr. MANX: Surely this industry is de-
serving of some consideration. Surely the
people who have invested large amounts of
money in crecting factories here shouid be
considered. Had not it been for the husiness
foresight displaved by Foggitt, Jones & Co,
whe imported offal and pig food into this
State, the growers wonld have been unable
to keep going last year.

Hon. 1. Collier: Survely it is wrong to im-
port offal into this State.

Mr. MANXN: They imported harley from
Victoria and bran and pellard from South
Anstralia,

They died of starvation!
They were killed to save

Hon. P. Collier: Well surely that is
wrong. We should have heen able to supply

it here at a £air price.

Mr, MAXNXN: That is so, and 1 want to
ensurc that the same condition of affairs will
not reenr this vear, Our poultry industry is
the smallest in the Commonwealth. Tu New
South Wales and Vietoria there is something

like two million head of poultry. The
smallest State of the Commonwealth—Tas-
mania—has something over 300000 head,

whereas Woestern Auwstealia has  just  abont
100,000. This is due to the high price of
food. T would like to sce the varipus in-
terests represented on the hoard of control.
My, Pickering: What, the pig farmers?
Ar. MANN:  Yes.
Hon. TP, Collier:  The pig farmer is just
as important as the wheat farmer.

Mr. MANXN: T think there are more pig
farmers than wheat farmers in the Sussex

elestorate.

Hon. P. Collier: And a better ¢lass too.

Mr. MAXY: T trost that this will he the
last vear when a wheat pool will he neees-
sary.  The wmember for South TFremantle
(Mr., MeCallum) spoke about Lomlen parity,
While there is a pool, T do not know of any
ofther way of fixing the priec than by the
world s parvity.  When the pool ceases to
extst, then we shall retnrn to prices fixed hy
the law of supply and demand,

Ar. MeCallmme: Who is going te deeide
the world's parity?

Mr. MANYN: T take it that the beard will
decide what the world’s parity is aml base
their prices on that. This year we have no
alternative to jassing the Bill, and for this
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reason [ support the second reading, but T
shall be prepared to vote for some amend-
ments in Committee in order to make the
measure more workahble,

| The Speaker resumed the Chair.]
Mps, COWAN (West Perth) [9.43]: It

scems to be in the order of things that
everyone showld speak on the second read-

ing of this wmeasure. Perhaps 1 might
bring under the mnotice of members the
fact that there is a woman’s side to

this gquestion, and particularly do I wigh
to bring this under the notiec of members of
the Country Party. The Leader of the Op-
position was very good in the way in which
he stated the case, and T feel that he is acting
in cntirely the right spirit towards this ques-
tion, However, no one seems to have stressed
the fact that there is a tremendous amount
of poverty and unemployment prevailing at
present, and that the women of the c¢om-
minity are finding it very hard to make
both ends meet in the matter of providing
their ehildren with satisfactory food. 1
speak advisedly, becnuse T know of wmore
than one case of this kind. The fact of hav-
ing to pay the present prices for milk,
butter, cheese, and bread, becawse of the
price of wheat, is a terrible drag on and
i very serious matter for those women whao
have to make the best of their hushands’ in-
comes, Even those who do not need to wake
the best of their husbands’ incomes eannot
save anything out of their housz allowances.

Mr. HMickmott: Butter and cheese are fairly
cheap just now.

Mrs, COWAN:  We should support the
member for North-East Fremantle in what
he said. The prineiple is a right one, and we
shoutd if possible save as o result of this
Bill by reducing expenses instead of increas-
ing them., Nothing can be done unless the
people are belind it, and the wheat pool can-
not be eontinued without the support of the
people. T give my support to the sceond
reading of the Bill as well as to the con-
tinuanee of the pool. T alse appreciate the
position of fhe farmers. T have eonversed
with many voung farmers who have been
struggling along and endeavouring te do
their hest. 11 these men fall into the hands
of loeal achniving agents they will not be able
ta coutinue their business, and many farms
must be shut <down.  That wonld he a prave
mistake and would not help the community in
anpy way., Wo should do everyvthing we can to
minimise the cost of pdministering this bosi-
ness,  We shonld also remenmiber the advica
of the Leader of the Opposition with regard
to o bhetter control of our food supplies. T
only rose to sneaK because T fee? it isx not
rigght to let this matter pass without saving
sopiething on the women's side of the ques-
tion, "We women have a right to he vemem-
hered sometimes on a matter of this sort,
The farmers especially should bear in mind
the words of Lowsll—

Ft is not n knowing kind of cnttle
That is ketehed with mouldy corn,
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We have in a sense been kept far too long on
monldy corn, and have not been considered
in the way that we should have been con-
sidered, T believe the Country Party will
realise that there are more sides to this gques-
tion than merely getting a good price for
their wlheat.

Mr. WILLCOCK (Geraklton) [9.47]: I
gather there is no question about the second
reading of this Bill being passed, 1 am in
favour of the wheat nool. The various pools
that have been established have greatly bene-
fited the farming community.

Capt. Carter:  And the consumer.

Mr. WILLCOCK: Not altogether the con-
sumer. Some two years ago, when there waa
a trip for polificians to the Eastern wheat
belt, the Premier announced that the Gov-
crninent were prepared to guarantee to the
wheat growers 3s. per bushel. IHis announce-
ment was received with loud cheers by every-
one who heard it. Had it not beea for the
pool at that particular time, the acquiring
agents could have gone through that particun-
lar part of the State -and acquired all the
wheat they wanted at 3s. a bushel.

Mr. Pickering: Arxe vou not glad there was
a pool? : .

Mr. WILLCOCK: Certainly. T am merely
pointing out the henefit that the farmers
derived as a resuit of the nool. The AMinister
for Agrieunlture tells ns that as a result of
the pool before last the farmers will receive
abont Ss. a bushel.

The Minister for Agriculture:
1919 pool.

Mr. WILLCOCK: At that time there were
grave doubts as to what the price of whent
would be.

The Minister for Apgriculture:
received S8s. Gd.

Mr. Hickmott: That has beer a general
benefit to the community.

Mr, WILLCOCK: T am wot denying that.
T hope the pool will remain in existenee for
many vears. If it is continued in the fnture
no doubt it will prove of equal advantage to
those whe are still engaged in growing wheat.

Alr. Pickering: An<l we hope an advantage
tn the enn<umers.

Mr, WILLCOCK: T hope that some dras-
tie amendment will be made so far as the
fixing of the price of wheat to the consumer
is concerned, in order that the econsumer
will not be robhed in the fature as he has
been robbed in the past. The Leader of
the Opposition says it is difficolt to ascer-
tain what the London parity is. Wa have
heard many different expressions of opinion
on the subject. Last year onc Minister said
the weorld’s parity represented so much, and
ha was challenged by another Minister, who
quoted a figure that represented a difference
of 1s. & bushel on the figure quoted by the
other Minister. .

The Minister for Agriculture: With an
apen market the price will always fluctuate.

Mr. WILLCOCK: The establishment of a
pool this vear should result in great advani-

That is the
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age to the farmers. The private acquiring
agent makes practically 1s. a bushel on the
wheat that be purchases. Tmmense fortunes
have been built up in this way, even if there
has been a loss in any one particular year.
If millers require to make a contract for
si¥ months ahead, they must be assured of
a supply of wheat at a certain yprice
throughont that period. Tf they do not
kuow what the wheat will cost them from
maonth to month they cannot compete in the
business with other people.

The Mmister for Agriewlture: They can
buy all they want at the time they make
their contract.

Mr. WILLCOCK: The millers should be
in a position to buy as much as they want
for six months ahead so that they can make
suitable contracts. Under the system pro-
poseld of fixing the price from month to
month millers will nok be able te buy a
sufficient quantity in any one month, for
they will ngver know from month to month
wlhnt the price is geing to be. This con-
stitutes n grave danger vo millers whose
business is to export flour from the.State.
During the past 12 moenths millers have been
charged a higher price for their wheat in
Western Australia than it could be acquired
for in other parts of the world. As the
result of this we have lost our export trade.
T do not know that we would not have lost
it in any easc becanse of the quanticy of
wheat now being grown in Manchurin. If
there is any ehance of doing an export trade,
millers should he able to acquire their
wheat at sueh prices that they can quote
for flour on contract over an extended
peried, The attitude of the Labour Farty
on the question of fixing the price of wheat
for Joeal consumption is well known, The
Premier asked me how mmeh T expected the
farmers to guarantec in rerorn for the back-
ing of the collective creclit of the State, T
am not prepared to say how mueh that baek-
ing is worth, but it will be generally
admitted that the community as a whole,
as represented by the various Governments,
lhas done a great dcat for the farmers. T
maintain that the Tabour Government have
done more for them than any other Govern-
ment, but [ am not going to debate that
point now,

The Tremier: It would net be wise,

Mr. SPEAKER: Not on this. Bill.

Alr, WILLCOCK : The community has
stood hehind the farmers, Tf it had not
been for the support of the community
during the past six or eight years many
farmers would have gone to the wall, and
there wonld have been practically no agri-
cultural industry in the State. The prineiple
of interdependence mizht well he recounised.
[f the farmer appreciates the fact that he
is dependent on the community he should
also recognise that the community is em-
titled to purchasc wheat at a fair priee.
Wheat for Tocal consumption should not he
gold at a higher price than 7s. per bushel.
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Mr. Piesse: Nor under that price.

Mr. WILLCOCK: I wonld not go as far
as that. The price should not be under 4s,
There should be a sliding seale.

Mr. Money: The Leader of the Opposi-
tion suggested 7s. a bushel.

Mr. WILLOOQCK: He made that offer 12
months ago.

Mr. Money: He made it to-might.

Mr. WILLCOCK: No, he is not prepared
to go on with that now.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: e said that should
he the maximum price.

AMlr. WILLCOCK: T agree that it should

_be the maximum price. T want the mini-
mum price to be 4s., and between these two
figures the price should vange according to
the world’s parity. Members of the Coun.
try Tarty will agree with me thji the price
of wheat will be less in this State than
4s, f.0.h.

Mr. Piesse: Not at all

Mr. WILLCOCK: T hope it will not be
neecssary to come dewn te that minbmum
any more than it should be necessarv to
pay more than that maximam. T would be
prepared to assist the farmer to get as much
as he could for his wheat from outside
sourees. It is a distinet benefit to the com-
munity that the farmers should be able to
do so, even if they could get £1 per bushel,
It is, however, no service to the community
if people are culled upon to pay more than
75, per hushel, for this means hrend at about
5d, per loal.  Muceh of the depression now
existing in the State is due to the fact that
the price of commoditics has gone up to
such a great extent. Many avenues of em.
ployment have been elosed down beennse of
this. On the price of wheat all the world
over depends the price of other avtieles of
food. It is the standard upon which s
built the price of other commodities, and
upon which depends to a large extent the
cost of living. Some of the mines in West.
crn Australia have elosed down because the
management was unable to pay a living
rate of wage, This has been brought about
hecange of the high price of wheat. In my
own district there are mines which would
be ve-opened at once if the miners would
work for a lower rate of wage than has
been 1nid down for them. The TLaneefield
Mine and other mines in the North Kal-
goorlie area would be working f the men
conld accept a lower rate of wage., They
would he prepared to aecept a lower rate
of wage if there was a considerable de-
erease in the price of essentinl commodities.
Although the cost of living has gone up by
70 or 80 per ¢cent. wages have not gone up
to the same extent, When the cost of
living does come down it will have to drop
at a quicker rate than the wages, if the
wage earners are to retain the position they
were in prior to the war. If our industries

are to be successfully carricd on, the
cost of living must come down, One of
the vprineipal reasons for the high cost
of living is the high price at which
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wheat has stood for the past 12 months.
Egps, bacon, flour, all depend for their prives
on the priee of wheat, Omnee the price of
wheat is reduced, other comnadities will
come down in cost,  Wherever in the world
the cost of wheat is high, the general cost of
living is also high. With the Leader of the
Opposition | bold that this Bill should jyro-
vile representation of the consumer on the
board which will fix the price of wheat. The
community siand behind the wheat poel, winl
it the interests of the community are to be

conserved, they must  find  representation
where the price is fixed, namely, on the
board. An amendment to that cffeet moved

by the Leader of the Opposition would no
doubt find acceptance all roumd the Chambor.
I agree with the member forgNorth-fast Fre-
antle {Hon. W, C. Angwin) that the wheat
pool itselt shoulll conduct all wheat acquiring,
As a faet, there is ne acquiring at all to he
done, The acquiring of the wheat in this
State will be done absolotely hy the passing
of this Bill through Parliament. Al that re-
mains then is to arranpe for the transport of
the wheat, which van be done just as well by
the manager of the pool as by any sub-agent.
The contract shounld Jefinitely stute that the
Westralinn Farmers Lid., or the pool itself,
ehould pay the rate of wages ruling in any
district for any particular work. In Gerald-
ton during the past two or three years, every
time the wheat has started to come into the
town we have had either a strike or a lock-
out oy a disloeation of work—which is ex-
tremely wnsatisfactory to the community. In
view of the basis afforded by Arbitration
Court awards, there is no necessity for such
delay and protracted megotiation as have
occurred in past vears, nor, as occurred last
season, the hanging op of industry for some
three or four weeks in order to settle some.
thing which ean le settled in this Bill.  As to
contracts whiel the pool may let for the
ercetion or taking down of buildings reguired
in connection with the work of the pool, anv-
thing that is done should be done by publie
tender.  An arrangement made in Geraldion
last year caused comsiderahle dissatisfaction
throughout the distriet. Nabody knew what
was going o happen in regard to the dis-
mantling of certain sheds, nutil a contractor
wis found engaged in the work of disman-
tling. e said that he had obtained the joh
practically as the resnlt of a seeret arrange-
went between limself and the pool. In the
best interests of the pool. there should he a
condition that any work of this deseription,
and any sales of property acywived by the
praol for the purpose of its business, should be
by public tender, so that overyoue may he
satisficd that public interests are being com-
served, T support the secomd reading of the
Bill, but T trost that during the Committec
stagre we shall he able to secure amendmenis
on the lines which have been indicated.

The MINISTER TFOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon, H. K. Maley—~Greenough—in reply)
|10.6]: Tn closing the debate on the secoml
reading, let me say that the Government, in
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commion with hon. mewmbers generally, realise
that there are numerous diflicultics in the
way of the operation of the proposed State
pool. T sincercly hone that, by virtue of the
good management which has echaracterised
the conduct of whent pools in this State
generally, we shall he able to overcome the
difticulties which are anticipated. lu reply to
the queries of the Leader of the Opposition
and the member for North-East Fremantle
regarding finanee, it is quite true, as I stated
when moving the second reading, that ar-
rangements have been made for the London
County and Westminster Bank to advance
one million pounds for financing the initial
payment to e made dwring January,

Hon. P. Collier: One million pounds?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
We estimate that we shall not reqfire the
whole million. However, that is entirely con-
sequential on the harvest, ind on the number
of bushels of wheat to be acquired. Morpe-
over, the entire volume of the season’s e
quisition does not come in on fhe i5th Jan-
vary; the bulk of it will not be in until the
end of the suceceding month, or during
March.  We shall commence shipping in
Degember, and we hope to continne shipping
during January. Thus we expect to have the
assistance of actual proceeds of the harvest
in our financing of the pool.

Hon. P. Collier: You wouid need to sell
halt the barvest in order to make wp the
difference between the million and the million-
aml-a-half,

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
We are still in negotiation with the Common-
wealth Bank on the question of finaneing the
pool.  Everything is subjeet to the Govern-
ment heing given the necessary powers by
means of fthis Bill, Befare we ean finalise
any arrangeneat, cifhor with the FLondon
" Connty and Westminster Bank or with the
Commonwealth Bank, those powers must be
vested in us.  Members will be pleased to
learn that the rate of interest at which we
can obtain assistance from Londen is favour-
able. Withmn the last day or two we have
heard that the rate of intepest will be lower
than we have paid in the past. and that the
rate is likely to fall still further within the
next few weeks.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: That is good informa-
tion.

The MINISTER FOR ACGRICTLTURE:
L can also intorm hon. members that it will
be impossible to complete arrangements with
the Commonwealth Bank pending the visit to
Perth of the governing director, Bir Denison
Miller, who will be here at the end of tho
month. Tt would have been foolish on the
part of the Government to complete their

London arrangements and practieally eommit

themselves hefore the necessary legislative
authority had heen conferred on them,
Hon. W. C. Angwin: T thought yon haq
done nothing to make surc of the position.
The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE :
The position.is quite safe. The member for
North-East Fremantle malde some interesting
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obscrvations on the out-turn of the stacks by
the acquiring agents. e acquired informa-
tion regarding that subjeet by a motion he
woved hore last session. 1 would like the
Fouse to understand that the information
turnighed to the hon. wember referted to the
mnnber of bags.

Hon, W, €. Angwin: I said so.

The MINISTER FOR AGHLCULTURE :
Quite true. The gain in weight on the 1918-
16 season was 100,129 busheis. The gain in
weight on the 1919-20 season was 25,080
bushels.

Hon, W. (. Angwin: But if the weight of
the bags is tacluded, the gains will be much
more,

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE :
As to the proportion of gain due to acquisi-
tion of moistute, let me point cut that during
last Febreary, practically the hottest month
of the year——last February was a reeord
hot manth—we sent away a shipment of wheat
by the steamer “‘Krates.!” That cargo of
wheat was consigned dlirect from the country
sitings into the ship’s hld. The out-turn at
the other end, at Southampton, was short by
1,456 hushels, or approximately 39 tons. On
that shipment, made at the height of summer,
there was no gain in weight during transit,
And there are wany similar anomalies. There
are anomaltes, too, in tallying. I'n the case
of a boat loaded at Bunbury the out-turn was
300 bags over the actual tally here. . And so
these instances go on.  As to the controversy
over the aequiring agzeney, let me say that
the acquiring agents ave paid absolutely and
entirely ouwt of the scheme funds. L have
hearnd no eomplaints whatever from the share-
holders—that is, the farmers—regarding the
employment of the present acquiring ngents.
Both the management of the pool and the ad-
visery bhoard are satisfied that the work of
the acowiring awents has been done well and
ereditally, and denc at as low a charge as is
consistent with gooed service—a charge, move-
over, which compares favourably with the
eost of the same work in the Eastern States.

Hon. W. (. Angwin: Nobhody complains
abont the charge; bt if we can do the work
for £15,000 less; we ought to.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE: In

_view of the additional work to be undertaken

by the scheme this year in the way of char-
{ering and shipping, there is no ground for
not again employing the acquiring agents,
As to other points whieh have been raised, 1
shall not reply now, since I presume they will
come up again in Committee.

Hon, P. Collier: That is the best time to
reply.

The MINISTER FOR AGRTCULTURE: 1T
hope that we shall be able to make this Bill
so  comprehensive as to deal with every
seetion  of  the community interested in
the wheat guestion, including the poultry
farmers, who, 1 trast, will find a pretty
free  market for their requirements. By
this measure  we  hope to  satisfy  all
sections, though mnot any one section in
partienlar. I  trust  that in  Commiittee
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there will be «a spivit of reasonableness
shown with respect to the many amendments
which hon. members have foreshadowed. Let
me conclude by espressing the hope that we
shail sueceed in enacting a measure which will
prove of definite benefit to the State, and
which will serve the interests of a scheme
whivh under present conditions is vitally
NeCessary.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time,

BILL—FACTORIES AND SITOPS ACT
AMENDMEXT.

Second Reading. .

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon. I
T. Broun—DReverley) [10.16] in moving the
second rewding said: Sinee the IPactories and
Shops Aect came inte operation it has been
found that certain anomalies c¢xisted in that
measure: hence the introduetion of an amend-
ing Bill. The Bill js one which can be dealt
with in Committee,  The parent Act has
worked fairly satisfactorily, but it has occa-
sioned a considerable amount of labour sinee
its provisions came into force. Since the pro-
clamation of the nrcasure in January last,
the number of shops and warchouses regis-
tered totals 4,033, and the number of faec-
tories registered, 1,468. There are many yet
to he fegistered, but owing to the limited
number of inspectors we have, this work has
not beencompleted. After the whole of the
registrations have been made, the work will
not be so diffienlt and there will not be so
mueh to do, beeause a eard system will be
introduced, making it much easicr for the
ofticers to varry out their duties. T will briefly
give the reasons for the various amendments
that are included in the Bill, TUnder the Fae-
tories and Shops Act, 1920, factories which
do wmot have any machinery in operation of
more than onc-horse power are exempt from
the provisions of that measure. Tt is proposed
to de away with the limitation of one-horse
power so that the whole of the factories will
he brought within the seope of the legislation.
The carrying of this amendment will mean
that another 90 faetories will be registered.
The next alteration deals with the payment of
fees for registration. Under the present Aet,
shops are allowed a rebate of half the fee
provided they are occupied after the 30th
June, On the other hand, factories are
charged four different classes of fees. If they
rezister after the first quarter, they pay only
three-quarters of the fee; if they register after
the second quarter, they pay only half the
fee, and o on. Tt has been found that fae-
tories starting on the lst January have not

been registered until after the first quarter, -

with the result that they have only paid three-
quarters of the fee. It is propoesed to put
fuctories on the same basis as sheps and
warehouses, so that if they start operations
in the first half-vear they will pay the full
fee, but if they start operations after the
first six months, they will pay the half fee.

[ASSEMBLY)

There is another amendment provided in the
Bill which deals with public holidays. See-
tion 4 of the Aet defines Boxing Day as a
publie holiday, but umder Section 42, dealing
with lolidays for women and boys employed
in factories, Boxing Day is omitted. With
this amendment, women and boys will ke in-
cluded and they will have a holidny on Box-
ing Day in common with the other cmployces.
There is also a provision made for altering
the  reeognisedl holiday from Eight 1lours
Bay to Labour Day. 'The alteration regarding
the celebration of labonr Day was made
after the Act was agreed to by Parlinment,
ami the amendment will snbstitute Labour
Day for Eight Hours Day, "There is also an
alteration regarding King’s Birthday and
Foundagion Day.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Why alter that? T¢
is the same ag under the Publie Serviee Act.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: Under
Seetion 42 of the Act, women and hoys em-
ployed in factories are entitled to a holidny
or King’s Birthday., Tn many Arbitration
Court awards and agreements, Foundation
Nay, the st June, is specified as a holiday,
but King’s Birthday, whieh falls two days
lIater, is not included. The adeption of the
amendment will entitle women and hoys to a
holiday on full pay on cither of the days
mentioned, but not on both during the reign
of our present Bovercign, King George V.,

Hon, W. C, Angwin: Under the Tublie Ser-
viee Aet provision is made for both Iounda-
tion Day and King’s Birthday.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: There was
an instance this year where factorics were
working, but the women and boys had to he
given o heliday under Section 42,

Hon. W, C. Angwin: Under some arbitra-
tion awards it iz set out that the cinployces
will get publie holidays off, bhut uunder thig
amendment  you will knock that provision
out,

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: We will
not knock it ont. Tnder the existing Act the
application of these sections means that many
factories cannot operate on the day speci-
ficel because the male emplovees are unable
to continue working, owing to the absenec of
the women and boys, Tt is now provided
that so long as the present Sovercign reigns,
his birthday shall be eelebrated on the 1st
June, The wemen and bovs will have a holi-
day on that day in common with the men.

ITon. W. C. Angwin: That is contrary to
the Public Serviee Act.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY : The Public
Serviee Aet has nothing to do with the Fae-
tories amd Shops Act. Where an award is
made, a common rule overrides it.

Ar. MeCollum: This will have the effeet
of making onc holiday less for the workers,

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: That is
not so.

Hon, W, C, Angwin:
specify public holidays.

The COLONIATL SECRETARY: As a mat-
ter of fact, King’s Birthday is generally
celebrated on Foundotion Day.

Some awards merely
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Hon. W. C. Angwin: You are wrong there.

The King’s Birthday is celebrated on his
" birthday,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Not in re-
¢ent years.

Mr. Wiilcock: Both holidays are held on
the first Monday following.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: That is
the position; that is what happened last year.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: We tried it omnce in
the public service and they claimed both days.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
holidays are set down in  the awards
governing factories and shops and they are
also set down in the |[Factories 'and
Bhops Act itsclf, and we have to comply with
the latter. There is another amendment
dealing with boys and girls. At the present
time a boy or a girl under 14 or 15 years of
age respectively may not be employed in any
factory. An amendment included in the Bill
extends that provision to shops and ware-
honges as well. It is considered that we
should have control over the children of the
ages mentioned who are working in shops
and warchouses, and by bringing them with-
in the scope of thc amendment, we will place
‘faetories, shops and warehonses on the same
basis. There are two amendments dealing
with Sections 102 and 106 of the Aet. At
the present time onc nullifies the other. When
the Act was going through Parliament origi-
nally provision was made under Section 102
for a late shopping night and there was pro-
vision under Section 106 for the holding of
a poll, If we took a pell under Section 106
and it resulted in an afficmative vote, it
would resnlt in abolishing the late might in
the districts outside the metropolitan area
and the pgoldfields. The amendment will
mean that an affirmative vote will result in
the retention of the late shopping night in
the country districts. The amendment in
these two sections makes provision that when
a poll is taken under Secetion 106 and the
answer is in the affirmative, Saturday be-
comes the late shopping night to be observed
in conntry districts. Provision is also made
for registered small shops to remain open
until @ o'clock in districts where the late
shopping night is observed. TUnder the Act
they cannoct remain open after 8 o’clock.
There i3 a minor amendment in regard to
the registration of shops. Under the Aet,
it is the shop—mnot the shopkeeper—which

is registered. The Bill provides that
the shopkeeper himself shall he regis-
tered. Under the existing system if the

shopkeeper sells or fransfers his business
to somebody not eligible for registration, we
are unable to do anything. The amendment
will rectify that. Provision is also made to
bring under the Act the proceedings rclative
to the taking of polls, so that they shall be
jn conformity with the Klectoral Aect. In
most places the machinery is already avail-
able. The Act provides that the returning
officer and his deputy shall be appointed by
the Governor in Couneil, and shall in turn
appeint presiding officers and poll elerks.

(29]
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Under the Act we cannot compel hair-
dresscrs to close on pnblic holidays. Al

that is provided is that the hairdressers may
remain open from 8 am. to 10 am. ‘on a
holiday observed on a Monday. We have
ne power to compel a hairdresser to close on
a# publie holiday. The Bill provides that
power,

Hen. W, C. Angwin:
shall close all day?

The COLONTAL SECRETARY:. Yes.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: Then, when the holi-
day falis on a Monday, nobody will be able
to get a shave from the Saturday until the
Tuesday.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: Oh’yes,
the hairdresser can remain open from 8 a.m.
til 10 am. on the Monday. Provision is also
made to bring hairdressers into line with
other businesses in a distriet where the late
night obtains, or where the half holiday is
observed on the Wednesday. At present
hairdressers are compelled to close for half
a day on Saturday, even in distriets where
the half holiday is observed on the Wednes-
day, This is rectified under the Bill. Pro-
vision is alse made that, instead of being
compelled to obscrve the half holiday on Sat-
urday, the hairdressers can ohserve it on the
Wednesday, in common with other businesses
in the distriet. Another amendment provides
that butchers’ shops may open from 6 a.m.
to 9 am. on holidays observed on the Mon-
day. Under the existing system they are not
allowed to open at all on & holiday. It im-
poses hardship on hospitals, public houses
and the like. There are one or two minor
amendments which I need not now mention.
The only other one of Importance is in re-
gard to wine licenses. Any buginess which
has to be licensed under the Licensing Aet
does not have to register under the Factories
and Shops Act. It escaped notice that wine
licenses have to pay a liconse fee under the
Licensing Act, and also have to be registered
under the Factories and Shops Act. That
was never intended. Provision is now made
to rectify that. Then there is an alteration
in the method of taking a poll. Instcad of
the papers being marked “*yes’’ or **no,’’ in
future they will be marked with & cross, as
provided in the Electoral Aet. Those are
the main amendments comprised in the mea-
sure. I move—

Provides that they

That the Bill be now read a second time.
On motion by Mr. MeCallum, debate ad-

_journed.-

House adjourned at 10.38 p.m.
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